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THE “ECONOMY” WALL DESK 

‘ = - - =z 
os E An elegant piece of furniture beautifying your home, office, laboratory, library, , 
riyate ‘office, bank, or store, and an indisdensible convenience to either, occupy- 

ing no floor space whatever, and filling the place in every particular of a floor desk 

of far greater proportions. Those who have them say itis a pleasure to use one. 

Listen to what the Rev. Lyman Abboit, D. D., Pastor of Plymouth Church, Brook- 

=a lyn, and editor of the Christian Union, says: : 


It seems to me the biggest meu/tum in the smallest Jarvo I have ever seen. For 
conyenience of packing away much store in small space it competes with the fam- 
ous bee cells; and for convenience of getting atthe giore, the bee cells are nowhere 
in comparison. It makes easy observance of the Thotto, ‘‘A place for everything 
and everything in its place.” Jfany words of mine can put this desk into a desk- 
less home, I shall have put that home under obligations to me. 

(Signed) LYMAN ABBOTT. 























= We also manufacture the ‘“‘Favorite” combination desk. The best standing 
desk in use. Desigus for special work solicited. We manufacture as fine a Roll-top 
Desk as ever put upon the market. Send for catalogue and prices to 


CORTLAND DESK CO., Limited, CORTLAND, N. Y. 
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Music Boxes,Organettes, Pho- 


to. Outfits. STEAM ENGINES, 


lectric Mechanical Catalogues Freee 
RBACH & CO., 809 Filber; St, P da., Pa. 
| following goods. 


. . = CHOICE READING. i] One Powel Holder. i002. 3c... ccccawseevonsssasccatececesce 


Send 20 cents for package high class Magazines,such} Qne Broom = “ = 
as SCRIBNER’S, BELFORD’S. LESLIE'S, OUTING, | One Fair serie gee NCO: 
_ DEMOREST’S, LIPPINCOTT’S, etc. Clean, perfect. | me Needle Book, (NeW)........0... cc... ssccsnsncssecess 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Cost elsewhere double my price. | Total value, boc 


You may get valuable premium also. 
HOWARD MANUFACTURING CO., 


tases ees F. S. RUDGE, 
Box SI. * Rutherford, N. J. 769 Broadway, New York. 


New Kodak Cameras. 


“You press the button, 
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Seven New Styles and Sizes, 
= ALL LOADED WITH 


Transparent Films. 
_ Sold by all Photo. Stock Dealers. 
EASTMAN COMPANY, Rochester, N. ¥.2_ 
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Every person has equal 
chance, no matter where 
they live, as the boat will 


| Toshow every Agent, some of our Fast Selling goods, 
'4ook at the Gigantic Offer, we make. On receipt of 25c. 
| Postal note or silver, we will send prepaid, by mail; the 
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Send for Catalogue| *8°° 





| Confederate Money is becoming scarce 
|and prices are advancing, order now from 


| F.C. SAWYER, Beauclerc, Fla., 


—who has a large stock on hand—before 
he raises his prices 25 percent. Cata- 
logue for stamp. 


Copies of back numbers of PHILA- 
TELIC LITERATURE FOR SALE 
CHEAP. MAKE ME YOUR BEST 
OFFER. Not more than two of each 
kind for 1886 to 1891. Containing 
many rare numbers. 

I am nodeal- 


ON APPROVAL. en out°neve 


TA Mi p a large number of rare stamps that 
I will send on approvai to A. P. A. 


members. To Others must send first-class refer- 


"AW, PLANK, 
KANSAS CITY, 


Kansas. 





ESTABLISHED 1868. 


EDWARDS, PEEKE & 60. 


U. S. AND FOREIGN 
STAMPS, 


Wholesale and Retail. 
2728 CALUMET AVENUE, 
Chicago, Hl, 

Every Collector should send 5 cents for our Large New 
Catalogue, containing many bargains. We have one of 
| the finest stocks of Foreign and the largest stock of U. 8. 
Stamps in the world. Columbian Stamp packet, 100 var. 
Foreign from Jhalawar, Philippine Isles, Nicaragua, Hol-- 
| kar, Ecuador, Kashmir, Brazil, Sandwich Isles, etc. 
Price 52c. 50 var. U. S. Postage, 27¢c.; 100 var., many- 
rare, including-24, 30 and $0c stamps, price, $2.50. 


EDWARDS, PEEKE & CO., 


Foreign Stamp Importers, 
2728 CALUMET AVE,, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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) honest agents to sell stamps from my 
| fine sheets at 30 per cent. commission. 
: 
PACKETS. 
| No.1. Contains 25 stamps of Europe......... s BGs 
No. 2. Contains 15 stamps of N. Ameri 5c. 
| No. 3. Contains 10 stamps of W. Indies.. de. 
| No. 4. Contains 10stamps of Asia..... 5c. 
| No.5. Contains 10 stamps of Africa 
No.7. Contains 10 stamps of Mexico 

No. 10. Contains 150 varieties only ...... . 

SETS. 

No. 1, Argentine, 10 varieties................. ee ee AS 2c 

| No. 4. Belgium Postal Packet, 7 varieties... .............. 20c. 


STAMP ALBUMS FROM 30c to $2.50. 


SAMUEL S. ATWOOD, _ 


'35 N. Sth Street, Philadelphia,Pa. 


. 

















999 SONGS FREE q No two alike. Handsomety bound in 
= fourvolumes. (f you want them send 
stamp to ALBERT W. PHILLIPS, 513 C Avenue, CHICAGO. ILL.’ 


CURIOUS THING. Latesc puzzle on earth, for 3 1¢ stamps. 
L, WOODWARD; Liberty Tenn. . 


FRE @ watch and chain. Send,6 cents for postage. 
; Box 954, MERIDEN, CONN. 
Photographs of yourself for 75 cents. Samples 


AGENTS AT ONCE. Good pay. Outfit only 
4 D0Z. forstamp. T. A.SHELDON, Wakefield, R. Le 














20c. MRS. H. L. PEABODY, Augusta, Me. 








ARE UNMARRIED, send your glove measure and 2 cen’ 
stamp and receive by return mail, ‘‘a pleasant surprise.’” 
MANAGER OF CLIMAX, CHICAGO, ILL. 


ANTED Agents for the fastest selling novelty ever 
invented. Send 10c. postage for samples 
and terms. A. J. WILLIAMS, Sta. A, Boston, Mass. 


A SORT OF CROW TRAGEDY. 


For our Young Folks. By Aunt Joyful. Price 15 cts. 
For sale by R. W. Madison, North Weare, N. H. Deets 


GENTS WANTED FOR GOLD PAINT, best Metal 

Polish ever made and 100 novelties. Sample 
Twenty-Five Cents. Catalogue 2 cts. H.S. ARCHER, 

Portland St., Boston, Mass. (Factory Randolph.) 


SHORTHAND WRITING TAUGHT thoroughly 


by mail or personally. Situations 
procured all pupils when competent. s 


Cc. W. LOOMIS, Waterbury Conn. 
1 CENTS IN STAMPS, L will mail postpaid 

















twelve assorted toys of my own manu- 
facture, notwoalike. Agents make from 
8to7dollarsaday. No postals answered. 
IN CURRENCY 


W. C. SMITH, 18 Court St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
(Continental) only........... 10c. 
Dancing Skeleton... L0G: 
Cure for Love ........ -.-10¢. 
Propelling Pencil............ 10¢c. a 


A. F. JENKINS, - West Boxtord, Mass. 


6000 HEALT How to Get it} 


How to Keep it! 


Fully explained inthe 
editor, Dr. JNO. H. DYE. Buffalo, New York. 











Send stamp for sample copy to the 


IN EVERY CITY, TOWN 
and part of the country some 





one to address and send out 
Ladies or 
No canvas- 
Send stamp for sample |, 


ART NOVELTY CO., Loviville. Ky 


AT ® FOLKS® 


AN TED circulars for. us. 
gents make $2 to $10 a day. 


ing. Westart you free. 
and terms to 






using ** Anti-Corpulene Pills” lose 15lbs.a 
month, They cause no sickness, contain no poison and never 
fail. Sold by Druggists everywhere or sent by mail. Partic. 

ulars (sealed) 4e. WILCOX SPECIFIC CO., Phila., Pg 
Fools ’em all. 


NEWEST CAPER. car conan: 


tors, peanut men, and. cigar 
dealers nonplused by this little deceiver. 
You offer a genuine nickel in your open 
hand, they grab for it, but the nickel 
stays right there. Lots of fun at home 
and in public. Price, by mail, Lic, 2 for 
25c. STAYNER & Co., Providence R. I. 





ORIENTAL LAUNDRY GLOSS. 


So long a secret with the Chinese is now first offered to 
the American public. It imparts a beautiful gloss and 
lustre to laundried articles. Sample box and outfit by 
mail, 25cts. Agents wanted. Write for SPECIAL TERMS. 


Address, 
LAUNDRY SUPPLY CO., Marshall, Mich. 





ABRAHAM'S SURE CORN REMOVER, 


A permanent, painless and speedy sure cure for all 
»orns, Bunions, Callouses, Warts, ete. Will be sent to 
any part of the U.S. on receipt of 15c. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money refunded. AGENTS WANTED. 


S, ABRAHAM, Chemist, 
562 Grand Street, New York, 


THE LOOFAH! 


A VEGETALLE WONDER. The LOOFAH is super- 
lative asa FLESH BRUSH and SKIN INVIGORATOR. 
May be used to clean anything. Very durable. Ten to 
twelve inches long. Free by mail,twenty cents. 


F. S. RUDGE, 





‘Box 51. Rutherford, N. J. 
FOR A SHORT 'TIME ONLY. 

. Hach renewal or new subscriber will be sent a neat, 

-embossed in gilt, slate pocket memoranda and note-book, 


free. ; 
FOR 25 CENTS 


We will send the Home Circle one year to any ad- 
-dress in the United States or Canada. This paper is made 
up of choice stories, miscellaneous and selected family 
reading matter, contains eight beautifully printed pages 
with illustrated frontispiece. The best paper published at 





‘the price. Nothing cheap or shoddy. Wonderful and val- 


_wableypremiums. Sample copy free. Address 
‘THE HOME CIRCLE, Bloomington, Lis 
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PLAIN TALK. _ 


7 DOLLAR TYPEWRITER 
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EXACTLY LIKE CUT. Writes as wellas high priced machines and RAPIDLY with 


rac— 
tice,-15 to 25 wordsa minute. TAKES FOOLSCAP SHEET. Uses Copying Ink. Has AUTO- 
MATIC FEED and Ink roll, Size 3x4x9 inches; GUARANTEED asrepresented. It is simple 


in construction: Has no parts liable to wear out; Is compact in form. Is well made and neatly 


finished. EAP_AT TEN TIMES THE PRICE.—10.000 sold 
in the ae ee raciecktls OF TESTIMONIALS received at our office; every one delighted. 


ORDER TO-D AY Dont wait; Mention this paper; Packed in wooden case, by express 
a 


$1.00 by mail $1.25. In paper case. by mail $1.15, Circulars Free 
AGENTS WANTED; R. H. INGERSOLL & BRO., 65 Cortlandt St., N. Y. Citv. 


MAKE MONEY. 


Safer and Better than any Bank. 


THE ATLANTIC-PACIFIC RAILWAY TUNNEL COMPANY, incorporated in 1880 to buy 
land, mines, mill sites, water powers, etc., in Colorado. and to operate the same for mining and 
railway use later on. ; 

700,000 SHARES. PAR VALUE, $10 EACH. 

Shares full paid and cannot be assessed or jeopardized for any purpose. 

Two hundred thousand shares still in its Treasury for sale as offered. 

More than 4,300 men and women jointly interested as share owners, a :d, therefore, members 
of the Atlantic-Pacific Railway Tunnel Company. 

(=-The Company has more than four millions of dollars worth of pre- 
perty all fully paid for. 3 : j 

(= All its interest obligations are met promptly as they mature. 

More than 5,000 feet y tunnel already driven, including 3,100 feet into the east side of the 
Rocky Mountains, 60 miles due west from Denver, Colorado, and more than 1,400 feet of tunnel 
driven into the west side of the mountains, as well as the side tunnels into veins. 

Main tunnel, when completed for railway use, will be 25,200 feet long. 

More than $2,000,000 worth of gold, silver, copper and lead owned by this company, already | 
in sight. : 

Work going on in the tunnel and in the mines day and night. 

More than 250 rich, large veins of mineral, gold, silver,copper and lead, are being cut by this 
tunnel, so that millions of dollars worth of the precious metals can be brought out each year and 
sold, the profits all going to share owners in exact proportion to the number of shares each per- 
son owns. if : 

Full paid, non-assessable, non-taxable shares in the above-named Company, making the pur- 
chaser a MEMBER OF THE COMPANY and a JOINT OWNER in all the rights, properties, fran-. 
chises and profits from sale of ore, land and mineral, and from all rentals as they accrue. These 
shares are of the PAR VALUE of TEN DOLLARS EACH. Present selling price, SIX DOLLARS 
‘each, but no fewer than TWO SHARES will be sold at a time. 

On money thus invested, the investor will receive FIFTY CENTS A YEAR CASH as interest 
on each guaranteed share, making 8 1-3 per cent. yearly interest on the sum actually invested, and 
as the Company makes the money to pay larger dividends or interest, it will be paid. But FIFTY 
CENTS A YEAR CASH INTEREST can be counted on toa certainty. It will not be long before 
a steadily increasing rate of interest or dividends will be paid. 

Every dollar promised as dividends on guaranteed shares named above, paid. Any person can 
become a joint owner in this, the greatest mining enterprise in the world, who can pay for two 
or more shares, and have as many votes in all affairs of the Company as he or she owns shares. 

Investment ‘safe, certain and increasingly profitable. Each investor, man, woman or child, 
becomes one of a great co-operative association, where capital and labor are in harmony and each ° 
alike protected. Any one can invest. Shares issued direct to the purchaser the day the pay 
therefor is received, and at the end of each year from the date of issuing the shares, the interest 
will be promptly remitted. Shares, six dollars each. No fewer than tyro shares sold at a time. 

Eight per cent, Bonds, First Mortgage, are also offered; the entire proceeds 
arising from sale of bonds or shares going to increase the properties of the Company. Bonds $250 
and $1,000 each. Interest payable in cash March ist and September ist each year till 1907, when 
the principal will be paid. Interest on bonds paid by sale of gold, silver and lead taken from the $ 
properties of the Company. With each bond is given an option for the purchaser to exchange it 
for shares when the Company proves it will be best for the investor to exchange, if he wishes to. 

There is no better, safer or more permanently valuable enterprise than this in the world. In 
time it will pay 100 per cent. each year on the investment. Bonds sold only at par, counting in- 
terest from date of investment. t ae 

A large illustrated 16 page pamphlet describing the great work, and the many endorsements is 
of leading newspapers, sent to all who apply, enclosing a two-cent stamp, and giving name and 
post office address. Address all orders or letters of inquiry to cies nec maan als 
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“HERE is no doubt that old Solomon Spondix, or ‘Sol 

Spondulix,’’ as he was generally called, was mean 

enough; but we would be sorry to believe all that was 
said about him. 

I shall not attempt to tell you the many horrid stories 
this man gave rise to, for you will readily see why the boys 
thought him made for their especial sport when I tell you, 
among other odd things, he did, this old miser,—-actually— 
slept—in—a— — —coffin! 

It saved a bed, you know; and making it himself, out ot 
old boards and nails he had picked up here and there,—why, 
that was no small item, either. 

Old Sol was a most distressing looking object as he wan- 
dered about the city in his filthy, tattered clothes. His hair 
was long and tangled; his head surmounted by an old silk 
hat that looked as though 
it had beeu the sport of 
the elements for many 
generations. In summer 
he went bare-footed, but 
during the cold weather 
wore an old shoe and rub- 
ber, binding his feet with 
tags and paper in place of 
stockings. 

As to what he ate, that 
wasamystery. Occasion- 
ally he visited the free 
lunch counters, but all 
the grocers in his vicin- 
ity said he was never 
known to buy anything. 
_. §till he was said to be 
very rich, had thousands 

_ hid away in his shanty at 
West End, just beyond 
the city limits. 

The ‘‘kids’’ had often 
discussed the question of 
making a raid upon ‘'old 
Spondulix,’’ but he was 
such a grim, glum, dog- 
ged-looking old man, 
they felt a little skittish. 

‘‘Spose he’s got traps, 
as we’s heard, all round 
his hut ; ’twouldn’t be so 
funny,’ said one; “ Nes: 
an’ he looks like he . ; 
wan't feared o’ nothin’. Jes soon shoot’s anything else,” 
confirmed another. So the raid had from time to time been 
given up. 

But with the coming of this first of April the matter had 


again been talked over with renewed zeal and a determina- 
tion not to be ‘‘scared out.’’ 
There was Bos Jenks, he was to be Captain. You see he 
had plenty of time to plan such things, having graduated 
from school (by a vote of the Board) the previous term. 


He would make a good one, for he was a natural bully and 
not afraid of anyone. 


Then there was Sile Tubbs, he being around the stores: 


and billiard rooms, and so knew the “‘lay of the land”’ pretty 
eee “posted.’’ He would, of course, be a valuable as- 
sistant. : 


_ 
~~ 














Jack Hill was still in school and a fair boy, but then he 
would join and so would Link Lenner. 

“If I can get away from home without their mistrusting 
it,’’ observed the latter, coloring a little. 

*‘Course you can,’’ said Bos Jenks with an air of brava- 
do, ‘‘whose business is it where you go nights. I’d like to 
see dad or ma’am interfere with me!”’ 

‘*But,’’ interposed Jack, not quite so hardened, and evi- 
dently feeling some sympathy for Link’s scruples, ‘‘you can 
fool your folks just this once and no particular harm, seeing 
it’s the day ’t is. You can pretend to go to bed, you know, 
and then crawl out of the window and be back before morn- 
ing, and nobody any the wiser for it.”’ 

Link lingeringly consented. 

But it took more courage than he had anticipated. For 

: - he had been well brought 
up; taught to be obedient 
and respectful to his par- 
ents, made to love his 
home, and always was 
found there evenings. 
But he did have a most 
over-mastering desire to 
join this committee of in- 
spection; for ‘‘old spon- 
dulix’’ had been a great 
subject of interest and 
curiosity to his young, 
imaginative mind. He 
had read of misers and he 
wanted to see how they 
lived—that was. not 
wrong—and so he resoly- 
ed at all hazards to be one 
of the party. Tobe sure 
it wasn’t a very select 
party, but still Jack was 
a good boy! 

As Link kissed his 
mother good night that 
evening, she said as she 
fondly caressed him, ‘‘I’m 
proud of my boy, I’ve 
been feeling sad all day 
for Mrs. Jenks, for I keep 
hearing Bos is fast going 
to the bad.”’ 

Link’s heart failed 
him. ‘*‘Why must she 
say that to-night,’? thought the by nervously? 

But up stairs, away from her fond look, he again shook 
off this wholesome fear, and hearing the signal whistle from 
the boys he stepped out of the window, down the low roof 
and was gone. 

It was quite dark but the streets were well lighted. 

‘‘Pve jes seen him,’’ said Bos, referring to old Sol, ‘‘he’s 
gone round to the lunch room. I got some of the boys to 
kind 0’ worry and keep him, so we’d have time, don’t you 
see, to get out there and fix up. Have you got the spring 
and tools?’’ turning to Sile. 

oS or dtet.”? : 

They hurried with all their might and soon reached the 
queer, tumble down hovel, which was situated in a vacant 
field about forty rods from the road-side. They walked 
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about very gingerly though, you may be assured, for the 
stories of ghosts and traps with which the place was said to 
be infected, were vividly fresh in their minds. 

They succeeded in making their entrance, however, with- 
out being ensnared. Bos struck a match and lit his dark 
lantern. 

My what a shivering sight met their gaze! 

There in the centre of the room stood the rough, un- 
painted coffin, filled with shavings in lieu of bedding, its 
heavy lid propped up against a broken chair. 

‘‘ Well, ain’t this ingenious!’ said Bos, making an ex- 
amination of the odd affair. ‘Ye see he shuts down this 
lid nights and to breathe opens this slide, which is just over 
his mouth.’’ And he operated the unique contrivance. 
‘Won't we fix him though. But let’slook round a bit first.”’ 

There was nothing to be seen, however, but dirt, a rusty, 
ash-covered stove, a greasy dry-goods box, the broken chair 
and the ghostly coffin. 

Underneath the latter they spied a trap-door. 

‘‘Oh here’s where old Sol keeps his money,’’ said Bos. 
‘‘Let’s go down.”’ 

‘‘No,’’ replied Jack and Link, quite decidedly, 
didn’t come out here to play burglars.” 

‘Sides there’s no knowing what else’s down there: we 
might git blowed ter atoms or git fast,’’ observed Sile, quite 
prudently. 

““Yes,’n ’praps we haint got more’ntime to fix the spring, 
anyway,’’ acquiesced Bos. 

Then the boys set to work with zeal worthy a better 
motive, to place a spring on the coffin, so that when old Sol 
closed the lid at night, he would be a fast prisoner. 

‘‘That will work to a‘ T,’”’ said Bos, as Sile gave the 
screws a tightening turn. 

“Je whitaker ! ”’ 

ewiteayeus 1.7? 

‘* Horrors !’’ 

Their hearts were in their mouths—for a second they 
could not stir, but just looked at each other in speechless 
terror—for they heard the scuffling step of their would-be 
victim outside. If he should step in and find them, what 
would be their fate! Jack and Link naturally clung together, 
both wishing, more than tongue can tell, that they were safe 
in bed at home. 

But this was no time to spend in vain regrets and wishes. 
They must make their escape and quickly; but how? Not 
by the door they entered, for old Sol could lay them all 
low with the revolvers with which he was supposed to be 
padded. 

“TI think Isaw a door in that corner,’’ quivered Jack, 
pointing to the opposite side of the room. 

Bos flashed his lantern and sure enough there was an 
opening through which they fled in hot haste; but only to 
find themselves in a worse plight than before. From their 
present snug quarters there was no visible means of escape— 
no door or hole of any kind, not even a window ; they were 
prisoners indeed ; their fate seemed sealed! 

“Iguess it want him after all,’’ whispered Sile, as, in 
breathless silence they crouched in one corner of their dun- 
geon. ‘‘It was the wind.”’ 

‘But it was old Sol, and soon they heard the unmistakable 
rattle of the old latch in the adjoining room, and distinctly 
heard him enter. ; 

Fortunately for the boys, the music of the wind in the 
rickety old shell completely covered their hasty and some- 
what noisy retreat. 

As they heard the old man step across the creaky floor, 
they crowded still closer into the corner. A board back of 
Link seemed to give a little! ‘‘ Here, boys,”’ he whispered, 
scarce daring to hope, ‘‘can’t we push this open or off and 
crawl out?’’ 

It was a heavy board and quite firmly nailed, but by their 
united strength, whic’1 was increased four-fold by the perils 
of their situation, they finally succeeded in loosening one 
end. After several attempts they managed to prop it open. 

Through went Bos in a twinkling, and then Sile. 

‘“You go next,’’ whispered Jack to Link. 

‘*No, you.”’ 
| Jack went, but his foot hit the prop—back sprung the 
heavy board into its place, and our poor young friend was 
still a prisoner—and now allalone. __ 
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But surely the boys would help him out, they had teased 
him into the scrape and they would not now so cruelly desert 
him! But in vain he hoped and waited. : 

Soon his attention was directed to what was taking place 
in the adjacent room. Old Sol was preparing for bed. He 
did not strike a light, Link was someway glad of that, qnt 
he got into his narrow couch and shut down the heavy lid 

Click ! went the spring. : 

Link heard it distinctly and so did old Sol. He raised up 
to see what it could be, but he was fast. Nervous and breath- 
less from sudden fear, he tried again, but he could not stir 
the lid. He kicked with his feet and pounded with his dirty 
fists, but to no purpose. Then he gavea cry of terror and 
despair that almost made poor Link swoon in unconscious- 
ness. 

Indeed the sepulchral chilling effect of the old man’s 
muttered curses, cries and prayers, as they came from or 


through the small opening of the coffin, can better be imag- © 


ined than described. 


Link grew faint and sick. At times he seemed frozen 


into a mere speck, then again his head felt large enough to_ 


fill a bushel basket, his heart had long since ceased to beat, 
for his blood was turned into water and was pouring through 
his pores, his hair had crept off his head in a series of chills, 
in fact, who he was or what had happened were mere matters 
of conjecture with him. Butit would take a pen dipped in 
the horrors of delirium tremens to describe all that these 
two victims of this April Fool suffered as the hours of that 
long, dark night wore slowly and wretchedly away. 

Occasionally, after a few moments of silence, a state of 
semi-consciousness, with the real situation of things, would 
dawn upon Link. Then he would try to move the board 
again, but with all his frenzied strength he could not spring 
it. Several times it entered his mind to run through the 
other room, and escape by the outside door. ‘‘ He is fast, 
he cannot hurt me,’’ Link would carefully reason ; but he 
could not screw his courage to the sticking point; it took 
his breath away to even think of it. ; 

Thus themoments that seemed suddenly lengthened into 
ages dragged along. 

At last Link’s quick ear caught the sound of foot-steps 
outside. Then he saw the bright flash of a lantern through 
the crack. He listened and looked, scarce knowing whether 
to be relieved or more alarmed. Soon, however, he heard 
the familiar voice of Jack and he thought, though he could 
hardly believe it possible, that of his own father. 

It was. 

Though Bos and Sile, after making good their own escape 
thought nothing further of their other two accomplices. 
Jack could not rest with Link in such a perilous situation. 
So he had gone straight to Mr. Lenner and told him the 
whole story ; and these two, together with a policeman,had 
now come to the poor boy’s rescue. : 

‘‘Are you here, Link ?’’ whispered Jack, prying at the 
board ; and his relief and joy when his friend answered 
‘‘ yes,’’ was very deep and sincere, for he had imagined all 
manners of ills for him. 

‘‘ Where’s Sol ?’’ asked Jack cautiously, 

‘‘In the coffin fast.’’ 

When Link had been rescued which was but a moment's 
work, Mr. Lenner and the policeman released the trembling 
and half-crazed old miser. 

‘Now, if you have friends or relatives,’’ said Mr. Lenner, 
kindly but earnestly, to the old man, ‘‘ycu had best to go 
to them and make them and yourself comfortable with your 
means.”’ 

And we are happy to tell you he did. 

As for Link, he had no more desire for ‘‘larks’’ or ‘‘ad- 
ventures,’’ and you will not be surprised to learn that quite 
a serious illness followed this fright. 

Link is now fully convinced that a boy’s place is at home 
evenings, rather than in doubtful fun; so is Jack, and it is 
safe to affirm that all those boys and old Sol, will never forget 
that April fool. 


] HE Detroit Sunday News of January 25th, contained a 
a portrait and sketch of Edgar Davis, the ‘‘ boat builder,”’ 


whose advertisement PLAIN TALK is carrying. _An interest- — 
ing account was given of the large business which the Davis __ 
Boat and Oar Company have built up since 1887. at 
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HOW TO DO IT. 


Original contributions solicited for this page, Send sketches, no matter how rough, 
with descriptions, and when possible, illustrations will be made. 


A Set of Book Shelves. 


N exchange shows how to arrange shelves for books on 
a wall without nailing them. If a number of booksone 
wishes to dispose of is not too large, a very inexpensive yet 
pretty case may be made as follows: Take two good sized 
soap boxes or such as canned fruit are packedin. Fita 
shelf midway in each. This is easily done by nailing small 
cleats inside the box and laying a little board on them. 
Place one box on top ot the other fastening together with small 
screws. Cover top and sides with any pretty.stuff, cretonne 
or silkaline, tacking pinked strips along the edges of the 
shelves. If desired a tiny curtain may be arranged to hang 
in front. ‘‘ Ihaye made several such little bookcases, and 
can assure our readers that they not only deceive the public 
as to their soap box nature, but look exceedingly pretty.”’ 














Something about Microscopes. 
OR what price can you buy a microscope ?’’ repeated a 
Fulton street optician to a reporter of the Evening 
Post ‘‘ Well that depends upon what kind of one you 
want. Icansell you a simple instrument, which with its 
three lenses combined, has a power of thirty-three diameters, 
for $3.50. With it you can see many ofthe larger animalculze 
in pond water, the scales from a butterfly’s wing, pollen- 
grains from plants, and thousands ofother objects not visible 
to the naked eye. From $3.50 the prices for microscopes 
range up to $350 and $400. Now let me tell you something 
about the different styles and grades,so that if youever want 
to buy one you will know what to get. In the first place, a 
very common mistake made by persons at tempting to select 
a microscope is to judge of the excellence of a instrument 
by the amount of its magnifying power. No object should 
be viewed with a power greater than that required to show 
its structure, and if that can be done with thirty diameters, 
it is to say the least, unnecessary to use one hundred. This 
is especially the case with low priced instruments, where the 
apertures of the objectives, are small and the connections 
not so exact as inthe higher grades, rendering them more 
liable to give false impressions of objects. Moreover, it is 
absolutely impossible to view opaque objects satisfactorily by 
the reflected light of cheap compound microscopes. For those 
who wish to dissect flowers and insects for examination a 
simple instrument is better. 

‘In selecting a microscope the essential points to be 
observed are that the lenses show objects clear and well- 
defined, that the stand be of good material and workmanship, 
and that there be no lateral movement in the adjustments of 
the focus. Further, that the focus be instantly changeable 
when desired,and that it have a joint for inclination. Now for 
the different kinds of microscopes. The simplest of course 
is the single glass, such as is used by watchmakers and 
engravers, and the common pocket glass with from one to 
three lenses. The simplest microscope with a stand is the 
one I mentioned for $3.50. AsIsaid, with its three lenses 
combined it has a miagnifying power of thirty-three di- 
ameters. It packs in a box that acts as a base for the upright 
brass stem. With itcomesan animalcule cage, a pair of 
brass forceps, a watch glass, two plain glass slips, and a pre- 
pared object. The school microscope is very similar, but 
works easier, and is better adapted for school purposes. Of 
the compound microscopes here is one selling for $2.50 which 
is the simplest. It is of polished brass, as you see, with one 
eye-piece and one object-glass, magnifying when combined 
about forty diameters, or 1,600 times, the power being 
calculated by squaring the diameter. 

This powerful instrument for household use, with its two 

object glasses, magnifies from 900 to 10,000 times,and ranges 
_ in price according to size and quality from $5 to $12. For 
ordinary use,an amateur microscopist can buy an instru- 
ment for from $23 to $30 which will answer his every pur- 
pose. Such a microscope will have a stage with adjustable 
spring clips, a revolving diaphragm with four apertures be- 
neath the stage,and a concave reflecting mirror for use under 
or above the stage It can magnify 27,o0otimes, and with 
_ the aidition of a one-fifth object glass; this can be increased 


’ 
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to 127,000 times. Forstudents in histology and vegetable 
anatomy we have instruments that range in price from $50 


_ to $400, and when one of the cheapest is furnished with 


condenser, polariscope, camera lucida, spot lens, zoophyte 
trough, live box, and forceps, it is complete for almost any 
investigation.’’ 





The Perfect Pencil Pointer. 


UCH effort has been made within the past few years 

to perfect a Pencil Sharpener to meet the public want; 

one that should be simple, yet tasteful in design, combining 

convenience, cleanliness, efficiency, and economy. Fully 

three hundred patents have been granted inventors for various 

devices and improvements, but nearly all have proved signal 

failures. Others while meeting some of the requirements, 

are heavy and cumbersome ; make too much noise,or require 

replacing of parts. The price, too, prevents their being 
placed in every office, home and school. 
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The Perfect Pencil Pointer happily supplies this long 
felt want, meets all the requirements, and receives universal 
commendation. 

The cut above shows the Perfect Pencil Pointer secured 
to the edge of a desk or table. It is not necessary to fasten 
it down, for it works equally as well held in the hand ; the 
clamp however is sent with each machine. 

This Sharpener differs from all its predecessors in being a 
simple mechanical arrangement for revolving a pencil as it 
is moved along uponthe surface ofa file. The file is made 
expressly for this use, has a deep cut and a high temper, and 
will wear for years. In all parts of the machine perfection 
has been aimed at. The price is $1.75. Made by the Perfect 
Pencil Pointer Co., 105 Middle st., Portland, Me. 








The Best Cutlery. 


F WE wanted the best pocket knife that the money we had 
to spend could buy, we would send to Alling & Lodge, 
Madison, Ind. Ifa fifty cent knife is wanted they can sup- 
ply it; or a dollar one; or a higher priced one. Let any 
reader try the firm, and we will guarantee satisfaction. 
Write at least for price-list and mention this paper. 








Exchange and Mart. 


TTENTION is again called to the fact that the subscription 

list of the late Exchange and Mart of Boston has been 
added to that of PLAIN TALK. This renders the paper o 
especial value to advertisers. 








LAIN TALK, of New York City, is a monthly paper that 
E should be in the hands of every youth in the land. 
Every issue contains matters of interest to both young and 
old. Departments of different kinds, such as Philately, 
Natural History, Puzzledom, etc., help to make the paper 
very interesting. The subscription price is only fifty cents 
per year, which is very reasonable—Standasd Agent's 
Directory. 


W. KINNE, Knoxville, Iowa, an extensive dealer in 
. Natural History specimens, Indian relics, ete., has 
favored us with his latest price-list. 





OLLECTORS of birds’ eggs should send to Frank H. 
Lattin, Albion, N. Y., for his special Easter offers. 
Some of them are simply wonderful. ; 


> 
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LADIES’ DEPARTMENT. 


Mrs. N. F. PERKINS, 635 PARK AVE., N. Y. 








Fancy Work. 

FEATHER EDGE LACE. 
AKE a chain of twelve stitches. First row, one single 
crochet in the sixth stitch, four chain, skip two, one 
single crochet in the next stitch, four chain, one double 
crochet in last stitch, six chain, turn, Second row, (one s. 
c. over ch., four ch.) two times, one s. c. in ch. at end of row, 
three ch., turn. Third row, (four d.c. over ch.) two times ; 
twelve d. c. over six ch., fasten in first row with s. c. and in 





the second scallop in the ch. of three, turn. Fourth row, 
three ch., one s. c. between second and third doubles, three 
ch., one s. c. between fourth and fifth doubles, and continue 
until there are six small scallops, four ch., one s. c. between 
the four d. c., four ch., ones. c. at end of row. six ch., turn. 
Fifth row, one s. c. over ch., (four ch., one s. c. over next 
ch.) two times; six ch., turn. Begin again at the second 
row. This edging can be made wider if desired. 
EmMA JL. HAUCK. 


NARROW DIAGONAL EDGE. 


AST on twelve stitches, knit across plain. First row, 
slip one, over, narrow, over, narrow, over, narrow, k. 
three, over twice, narrow. Second row, k. two, seam one, 
k. rest plain. Third row, slip one, k. five, over, narrow, k. 
five. Fourth row, k. two, seam one, k. rest plain.» Fifth 
row, slip one, over, narrow, over, narrow, k. two, over, nar- 
row, k. two, over twice, narrow. Sixth row, k. two, seam 





one, k. rest plain. Seventh row, slip one, k. seven, over, 
narrow, k. four. Eighth rew, k. fourteen. Ninth row, slip 
one, over, narrow, over, narrow, k. four, over, narrow, k. one, 
over twice, narrow. Tenth row, k. two, seam one, k. rest 


plain. Eleventh row, slip one, k. nine, over, narrow, k. 
three. Twelfth row, bind off three, k. rest plain. Begin at 
first row. Mrs. A. E. S. 


BUTTERCUP WORK-BAG. 


‘Bins piece of white satin a quarter of a yard square line 

with yellow surah. Take a second piece of satin the 
same size and line with yellow surah, then cut a hole in 
centre a trifle larger than a silver dollar. Buttonhole around 
the edge with yellow embroidery silk, then make a casing 
for draw-string, half an inch, using for the draw string one 
yard and three-quarters of yellow-ribbon half an inch wide. 
Next join the two squares on the wrong side with stitching. 
Turn on right side and stitchacross. Finish the four corners 
with yellow tassels. Paint buttercups on each corner of the 
satin. 


Pale 


THE MEMORY HOOP. 
HE ‘‘memory hoop”’ is the newest craze among society 
young ladies. Any hoop will do, for it is covered up by 
pieces. of ribbon, presented by girl friends, upon which must 
be painted or embroidered the name of the giver and the date 
when given. The ribbon must have been worn else it 
possesses no charm. 





DARNED LACE. 
HE foundation of this work is white web net, and the 
design is done with silk or linen floss. Easily worked 
from the pattern. MARGARET LOREO, 





Our Cook Book. 
ILL not each reader of PLAIN TALK send in her best 
recipe? 

Extracts from my Receipt Book by TisLET TEMPLE. 

GOOD COOKIES. 

One cup of molasses, one cup of sugar, two eggs, two 
teaspoonsful of soda, three tablespoonsful of vinegar, flour to 
roll soft. Nice for childrens’ schoo] lunch. 

CUSTARD PIE, (without milk.) 

Wet a heaping tablespoonful of Corn starch with cold 
water, add boiling water until it is as thick as thin cream, 
beat two eggs, add three tablespoonsful of sugar, put in the 
cooked starch, beat well, flavor to taste, and bake as usual. 

COTTAGE PUDDING. 

One cup of stigar, one-half cup of water, one-half cup of 
butter, one egg, two cups of flour, one and a half teaspoons- 
ful of baking powder, flavor to taste, and bake about twenty- 
five minutes. 

Sauce.—One cup of sugar, two tablespoonsful of flour, 
scant one-halt cup of butter, this all together, add boiling 
water to make of consistency of cream, add juice of one lemon 
or one tablespoonful of vinegar. Eat warm. 

MASHED TURNIPS. 

Pare turnips, cut in slices, put them in salted boiling 
water and boil until tender, drain them well, then mash, 
add a lump of butter, salt and pepper. 

FEATHER CAKE. 

One cup of sugar, one cup of milk, two and a half cups of 
flour, one tablespoonful of butter, one egg, two teaspoonsful 
of cream tartar, one teaspoonful of soda, flavor to taste. 

LUNCH TOAST. 

Toast is something that one can prepare at a moment’s 
notice, and there are various ways of getting up inviting 
plates of toast for lunch. Add to one small cup of sweet 
milk, one beaten egg, a pinch of salt, slip stale sliced bread 
in this, then fry in hot butter on a griddle a nice light brown. 





_ places besides many ot the States and Territories. 
long glass tube filled with many colors that is beautiful and 
has quite a history. These sands were thrown up near 
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ROLY POLY CAKE. 

WHITE PART.—Whites of three eggs, one cup of sugar, one- 
fourth cup of butter, one and a half cups of milk, two cups of 
flour, one teaspoonful cream tartar, one-half teaspoonful of 
‘soda. 

DARK PART.—Yolks of three eggs, one-half cup of sugar, 
one-half cup of molasses, one-half cup of butter, one-half cup 
of milk, two cups of flour, one-half teaspoonful of soda. All 
kinds of spices and raisins one cup or more. Putin your 
dish a layer of white, and the dark drop in by spoonsful, then 
another layer of white and so on. 

MEAT PATTIES. 

Chop fine pieces of cold meat, moisten with a little gravy 
so that it will stick together, make into little balls, flatten 
them slightly, dip in well-beaten egg roll, in crackers or fine 
bread crumbs and fry in boiling hot fat. 

SCALLOPED SQUASH. 

One small Hubbard squash; pare and remove the seeds, 
cut in small bits and boilin salted water untiltender. When 
done pour off the water and dry a few moments on the stove, 
mash fine, add one tablespoonful of butter, one of milk, 
a little salt and pepper, the raw yolk of one egg; stir all 
together and putin a baking dish; smooth the top and cover 
with bread crumbs; moisten with a little milk; bake one- 
half hour. 

WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR GEMS. 

Into a quart measure put one pint and a half of flour, then, 
add half a cupful of sugar, one teaspoonful soda, and two of 
cream of tartar, half a teaspoonful of salt, now sift into the 
mixing-bowl and add milk to make rather a stiff batter, put 
into hot gem pans and bake. 

WHITE SOUBISE SOUP. 

Cut two good sized onions in small pieces, put them in a 
stew-pan with one ounce of butter. Cover and cook over.a 
slow fire three-quarters of an hour, being careful not to let 
them burn. When tender add one-half pint of milk, a little 
over a pint of white stock from a chicken, one pint of stale 
bread crumbs; simmer gently for five minutes. Press 
through a fine sieve, return to the fire and heat. Add salt 
and pepper. 

TOMATO SOUP. 

One quart tomatoes, one pint of water. Boil twenty 
minutes, strain through a coarse sieve, using a spoon to 
mash it through; return the soup to the saucepan, add one 
tablespoonful of butter, one teaspoonful of sugar, a little salt, 
a dash or two of red pepper, one-half teaspoonful of Wor- 
cestershire sauce. Beat a tablespoonful of corn starch with 
a little water until smooth; add to the soup. Let it boil up 
and it is ready to serve. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The readers of PLAIN TALK are invited to write letters, ask questions of general 
interest on fancy work or housekeeping. send directions of lace and fancy work. 


EAR READERS:—Trusting you enjoyed the cabinet 
specimens I have shown you in my previous letters in 
PLAIN TALK, I will again endeavor to interest you for a few 
moments. First I will commence by showing you my col- 
lection of sands. One could not readily comprehend such a 
variety of colors and would have to be seen to be appreciated. 
Here are two vials filled with white sand. One from Minne- 
haha Falls, Minn., the other from Grove City, Florida. Yet 
how different they are. While the sand from Minnesota is 
dull in lustre, this from Florida is bright and sparkling. 
Then this magnetic sand from New Hampshire, how dark, 
almost black, yet pretty. This from Ship Island, Miss., is 
one I greatly admire, such a peculiar color or colors. The 
garnet sand from Madison Beach, Conn., is lovely. Would 
you believe there is sand of the brightest colors of green, red 
and blue. Well, here they are, see for yourself, these high 
colored sands came from Louisiana. I have only a small 
quantity of each. Wish I could procure more. Here is a 
vial containing sand from the interior of Japan, five miles 
from the Japan Sea. Not so pretty as some, but much 
appreciated. Here is some sand in larger vials which a 
friend (‘‘a grand old man’’) in Massachusetts collected and 
“sent me. Through his kindness I have procured many cf 
my most appreciated specimens. I have sands from other 
Here is a 
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Charleston, South Carolina, in 1886. My friend wrote me 
she experienced the shock in all its horrors. Having to 
leave the house (fearing its destruction) in the darkness of 
night and remained out with the earth shivering and reeling 
under her feet, afraid to move for fear of stepping into a 
Geyser or an opening in the earth. With her babe in her arms 
and three little girls clinging to her skirts, she stood through 
it all, with the smell of sulphur stifling the whole air which 
seemed heavy with the fumes. The next morning could be 
seen a sulphur coating on the walls of the buildings. It 
certainly was a night of horror. | 

Here is a small cabinet of polixhed gems I have lately 
received which I know you will greatly admire. It contains 
tiger eye, onyx, cameo, bloodstone, pink crocodolite, green 
crocodolite, cornelian, mosaic, tree agate, moss agate, jasper, 
green moss agate, goldstone, etc. These cut gems and 
stones I received as a Christmas present, all polished ready 
for any jeweler to mount. 

Here is a large petrified shark’s tooth, one of my first 
treasures in collecting and prized more highly as time 
passes. Then here is a small whale’s tooth from the Atlan- 
tic—I would like to own a large one. Here is the tooth of a 
Brontotherum and a few other rare teeth from Custer 
Co., Dak. Here are the jaws and teeth of the Bellows fish 
received from my ‘‘ Massachusetts friend.’’ It is different 
from anything Ieversaw. See! It has three rows of teeth 
in each jaw, the teeth varying in length from one-fourth to 
three-fourths of an inch, and all so nice and white Ihave 
only made a commencement in showing you through my 
collection. Will endeavor, next time, to interest you with 
my shells, minerals, corals and fossils. I would be pleased 
to hear through PLAIN TALK, from others who are interested 
in making a Cabinet Collection. Nora NorMat, /udiana. 





DEAR PLAIN TALKERS:—The name of your periodical 
suggests to my mind a much needed reformation in our form 
of speech. Did you ever think of it? Listen to the conver- 
sation one cannot help but hear on the street cars, in the 
streets or any place where young people ‘*most do congre- 
gate.’’ Isit ‘‘plain talk?’’ It sometimes lacks so much of 
being that as to be almost unintelligible. 

They speak of ‘‘making a mash,"’ of being ‘‘stuck,’’ or 
‘dead gone’’ on something or somebody. Then each one 
has a favorite adjective or adverb which is made to do duty 
on all occasions, whether it be appropriate or not. The city 
girl who visits in the country gushes over the lovely peas 
and elegant fried chicken, and her country cousin imitates 
her by calling her friend’s hat ‘‘the sweetest thing she ever 
saw,’’ and each seemingly tries to outdo the other in prais- 
ing some young man of their acquaintance by pronouncing 
him ‘too cute fur anything,’’ and ‘‘awfully tony.’’ I might 
go on, and on, ad infinitum ad nauseam and fill a whole page 
of your paper with slang phrases but it is unneccessary. 
You have ail heard enough of it. But let me beg of each 
one of you to just listen to one such conversation between 
persons whom you do not know and then ask yourself how 
it sounds, and what kind of an opinion you would form of 
those persons judging from their conversation, and if your 
talk sounds as silly, meaningless and disgusting as that you’ 
have listened to. It seems to me Robert Burns’ lines might 
be changed a little and fit the occasion very nicely by mak- 
in : 

& - ‘Oh wad some power the giftie gieu us 
To hear oursel’s as others hear us,” 


MARGAPETH. 


Ladies’ Exchange Column. 
Exchange notices of not more than forty words inserted free to subscribers only. 


Mrs. M. E. Johnson, 508 Michigan Ave., Leavenworth, Kansas.—Will exchange 
fancy knitsilk mittens. linen, worsted and cotton knitted lace, for Belding’s knitting 
silk. Write for sample of lace. 


Mrs. L. S. Goff, Middlebury, Vermont.—Will exchange thirty stamping patterns, 
each package containing design for pillow sham and splasher and twelve other large 
designs for two and one-half yards of gingham, or one and one-half yards of Lonsdale 
cambric. 


H. A. Heaton, Charlton, Saratogo Co., N. Y.—Will exchange Cinnamon vine and 
Gladiolus bulbs for arrow heads, or fine specimens of Amazon stone, Navellite, moss, 
ee sa ha agates, etc. Labeled with name and locality ; size, two by two and one- 

alf inches. 

Miss Grace E. Bennett, (overville, Saratoga Co., N. Y.—Will exchange new parch- 
ment stamping patterns, for silk, satin or velvet scraps or reading matter. 

Mrs. Mary Talbott, Box 425, Stockton, Kansas.—Will exchange six cacti plants 
(three kinds and hardy) for a two ceut stamp and two yards of any kind of cotton 
goods in one or more pieces. : 

Mrs. J. H. Gossette, Salt Creek, Porter Co., Indiana.—Will weave hair watch 
chains and charms from your own hair in exchange for woolen articles of clothing 
that would make over for school girls, Write for particulars. 


# 
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THE 
American Archeological Association. 


President, A. F. BERLIN, Allentown, Pa. 

Vice-President, Dr. D. S. MCARTHUR, Lacrosse, Wis, 

Secretary, A. B. FARNHAM, Bennings, D.C. 

Treasurer, EB. J. SHERIDAN, 295 Adelphi Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Librarian, CHas, A. PERKINS, Wakefield, Mass. 

Exchange Superintendent, J. R. Nissh#y, Ada, Ohio, 

Counterfeit Detector, 

Board of Trustees, Jos. W1GGLESWORTH, Wilmington, Del.; FE. J. Rockwocp, 
10 Coral Street, Worcester, Mass.; G. L. FANCHER, West Winsted, Conn. 

















Secretary’s Report. 


HAVE the pleasure of reporting the following 
APPLICATIONS. 
H. W. Seal, Boons Path, Va. References: W. C. Thomp- 
son, Nat. Scott, Esq., Boons Path, Va. 
Alexander E. Smith, Box 80, Jonesville, Va. 
T. J. Ely, J. N. Charles, Jonesville, Va. 
A. C. Gruhlke, Waterloo, Ind. Reference: L. V. Mc- 
Whorter, Berlin, W. Va. 
Charles F. Causey, Satartia, Miss. 
Gale, J. E. Keene, Satartia, Miss. 
NEW MEMBERS. 
V. B. Allee, Paola, Kans. 
P. A. Gannon, Plantsville, Ct. 
John DeWolfe, Corning, N. Y. 
New members will receive their cards on payment of their 
dues to the treasurer. A. B. FARNHAM, Secretary. 


References: 


References: E. R. 








How Arrow-heads Were Made. 


PROPOSE, inthe next few numbers of PLAIN TALK, telling 
my readers of the different methods practiced by the 
makers of arrow-points, as well as larger chipped or flaked 
implements. I shall quote from writers who have actually 
seen the makers at work, and a few able archaeologists who 
have practised the art of chipping in stone. 

It is to be sincerely regretted that the Moravian Mission- 
ary Heckewelder, the author of ‘ Indian Nations,’’ who lived 
with the Indians many years, and who no doubt saw relics 
of stone made, should in his valuable work, fail to give us a 
description of their mode of manufacture. While he tully 
describes their family life, hunting, religion, etc., he keeps us 
in complete ignorance of that which we would at the present 
so much like to know. 

For the first I quote from George Catlin, who also for 
many years travelled or made his home with the red people, 
and of whom it is said, ‘‘as an author or writer Mr. Catlin 
was simple, direct and positive. His works contain but little 
coloring: * * * * truth was what he sought for.’’ 

His account of the Apaches making flint arrow-heads in 
1855 is illustrative of his descriptive powers: ‘‘ Their manu- 
facture of flint arrow and spearheads, is equal, ifnot superior 
to the manufactures of any tribes existing. Like most of the 
tribes west of and in the Rocky Mountains, they manufacture 
the blades of their spears and points of flints and also of 
obsidian, which is scattered over those volcanic regions west 
of the mountains ; and, like the other tribes, they guard asa 
profound secret the mode by which the flints and obsidian 
are broken into the shape they require. Their mode is very 
simple, and evidently the only way by which those peculiar 
shapes and delicacy of fracture can possibly be produced. 
Every tribe has its factory, in which these arrow-heads are 
made, and in those only certain adepts are able or allowed to 
make them for the use ofthe tribe. Erratic bowlders of flint 
are collected (sometimes brought an immense distance) and 
broken with a sort of sledge hammer, made by a rounded 
pebble of hornstone, set in a twisted withe, holding the 
stone and forming a handle. 

The flint at the indiscriminate blows of the sledge, is 
broken into a hundred pieces, and such flakes selected as 
from the angle of their fracture and thickness, will 
answer as the basis of an arrow-head; and in the hands of 
the artisan they are shaped into the beautiful forms and pro- 
portions which they desire, and which are to be seen in most 
of our museums. 

The master workman, seated on the ground, lays one of 
these flakes on the palm of his left hand, holding it firmly 
down with two or more fingers of the same hand, and with 
his right hand between the thumb and two fore-fingers, 

eee as : 
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places his chisel (or punch) on the point that is to be broken 
off ; and a co-operator (a striker) sitting in front of him, with 
a mallet of very hard wood, strikes the chisel on the upper 
end, flaking the flint off on the under side, below each pro- 
jecting point thatis struck. The flint is then turned and 
chipped in the same manner from the opposite side, and so 
turned and chipped until the required shape and dimensions 
are obtained, all the fractures being made on the palm of the 
hand. 

In selecting a flake for the arrow-head a nice judgment 
must be used, or the attempt will fail; a flake with two 
opposite parallel or nearly parallel planes is found, and of 
the thickness required for the centre of the arrow-point. 
The first chipping reaches near to the centre of these planes 
but without quite breaking it away, and each chipping is 
shorter and shorter, until the shape and the edge of the 
arrow-head are formed. 

The yielding elasticity of the palm of the hand enables 
the chip to come off without breaking the body of the flint, 
which would be the case if they were broken on a hard 
substance. * * * * The instrument (punch) which they 
use I was told was a piece of bone; but on examining it I 
found it to be a substance much harder, made of the tooth 
(incisor) ofthe sperm whale, or sea lion, which are often 
stranded on the coast of the Pacific. This punch is about 
six or seven inches in length, and one inch in diameter, with 
one rounded side and two plane sides ; therefore presenting 
one acute and two obtuse angles to suit the points to be 
broken.”’ A... B. 








Scrapers. 


WAS pleased to see that my article on Scrapers in PLAIN 
TaLK called out an answer from President Berlin and 
Mr. W. T. Miller. I accepted the offer that he so kindly 
made, and in return received six specimens of Western 
scrapers, four of them being of the common form and two of 
‘‘sheaf of wheat’’ pattern which is a new shapetome. I 
have examined them carefully with a glass and I fail to find 
any trace of use, the edge being as keen and sharp as when 
made. ‘To obtain that edge someof the finest work was re- 
quired, the chips taken off being so minute as to be hardly 
visible without a glass; in one case I counted fifty places 
where flakes had been taken to form a small scraper. They 
would seem to be an article of every day use, aud one that 
took but little time or skill to make, as in nearly every case 
one end only is finished, the other left in the natural state. 
Mr. Berlin states that scrapers were sometimes made o 
broken spear and arrow points. I have several specimens 
of celts and gouges that seem to have been used long after 
they had been broken, and one banner stone that is broken 
through the perforation and a number of holes drilled to 
fasten the parts together or to lash a wooden handle to one 
half so that it could be used as a knife. ; 

A thorough examination of my cabinets shows but one 
piece (and that would pass for a broad arrow point) that 
shows the slightest trace of use. While many are battered 
and broken this one is smooth on the edge as though it had 
been used to rub or scrape with. Mr. Berlin asks if we wish 
any more gabble? I say yes. I always get new ideas from 
his articles, and I wish that we might hear from every mem- 
ber, and that everyone would feel that this is our department 
in PLAIN TALK, and would see that it was kept full and run- 
ning over with good things. Don’t be afraid ; send in your 
Chips and Flakes, no matter how smail. As to the Official 
Editor, he is perfectly kind and gentle, and doesn’t have 
much to do, and if we must keep him, let us keep him 
busy. CARES 





From Dr. McKown. 


AVING been interested in the ‘‘ Archeeological Chatter,”’ 
and on frauds in Ohio, having been an ardent collec- 
tor for thirty-five years, and having one of the largest and 
most varied private collections of fine historic relics in Ohio, 
and being a member of the Ohio State Archzeological Society, 
I am prepared and ready to stand by the integrity of my co- 
labors in-this most worthy calling. I have seen a large 
number of collections in the Ohio valley, and must say 
frauds and fraud specimens are scarce. But there are those _ 
who are making specimens and trying to pass them off, or — 
na 
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through amateur collectors. I amwith Brother ‘‘W. K. M.”’ - 
as regards hematites, never having seen a spurious speci- 
men. But J have seen gorgets, largely drilled, made of 
steatite, that are base frauds, also discoidal stones that were 
the same. These imitators are sharp enough to select the 
material commonly used for such specimens. But these 
specimens were not made in Ohio, but offered here. I have 
in my possession an arrow point make from a white, soft 
material, like satin spar, said to be from Arkansas. It is 
labelled with a newspaper clipping, viz.: 


‘« We were shown the other day some fine specimens of genuine prehistoric arrow 
points, they were made in Cincinnati last summer.—Texas Siftings. 


But my object in writing this is to put all collectors on 
their guard, if a fraud is presented and you are dubious as to 
its genuineness see some one that cantell,and if N. G. return 
it to the dealer instanter. This I have done morethan once 
and if adopted these imitators would soon come to grief for 
want of dupes to buy their frauds. 

G. E. McKown, Cardington, Ohio. 
VERY handsome catalogue is that sent out by J. R. 
A Nissley, Ada, O. He accompanies it by a letter stat- 
ing that after April 1st and until about December he will be 


away from home much of the time gathering relics, and asa 
rule will only get his mail about once in two weeks. 





Sitting Bull. 

HE Great Divide for March has been received and is the 
most attractive number of this original and striking 
journal that we have yet seen. A brilliant feature, worthy 
of special mention, is the Art Supplement, an aqurelle port- 
rait of Sitting Bull in seven colors, showing the great 
medicine man of the Sioux in full costume. The stories, 
poenis, scientific and descriptive articles in this number are 
more than usually attractive and are made doubly interesting 
by copious and artistic illustrations. A copy of this special 
art issue will be sent to anyone addressing THE GREAT 

DIVIDE at Denver, Colorado, and enclosing ten cents. 


GAMES AND PASTIMES. 


we a ie en Se ot er cee 
Contributions for this department are solicited in regard to every variety of in- 
door and outdoor amusement. 


The Word Building Contest. 


INCE the special legislative council of Arizona has passed 
S a woman suffrage bill, its influence seems to have ex- 
tended to the subscribers of PLarin TALK, and there seems to 
be a determination on the part of the female portion to be at 
the head, and the awards this month in the word building 
contest are wholly in that line, the base word being ‘‘Ob- 
fuscation.’’ Both winners took advantage of a grammatical 
technicality to their advantage. They were: 

First prize to Mrs. T. N. McClelland, Lexington, Ky., 
329 correct words. 

Second prize to Miss Emma L. Hauck, White Plains, N. 
Y., 321 correct words, and had there been a third prize it 
would have been won by Miss Anna Blackie. 

Another contest is announced and the word selected is 


EDINGCATOR. 


Note this particular: Hereafter all prize papers must 
be sent to Gro. D. THomas, 14 High Street, Waltham, Mass., 
who is to have charge of this contest. 

The rules governing the contest are as follows: 


1. Only subscribers can compete but any one may send their subscri ptions in 
with their list of words. 

2, Proper names will not be allowed, and only words found in the body of Web- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, which will be considered a final authority in deciding 
all disputed points. 

— oe suffixes and abbreviations will not be counted, nor will plurals be 
owed. 

4, Words marked “obsolete” will not be counted, unless they are still current in 
some one of their meanings. 

5 ords of different meaning, but spelt the same, count as one word. 

6. Words of the same meaning, but spelled differently, count one word for each 
Spelling, unless one is obsolete. 

7. No letter can be used more than once in the same word unless used more than 
once in the word or words used as a basis of the contest. 

8. Alllists must be written in ink (or on a tvpe-writer) and must be alphabet- 
ically arranged, and the words numbercd consecutively. 

9. The full name and address of the contestant must be written at the top of the 
first sheet, and also the word used as the basis of the contest. 

10. Incase of a close contest, the number of errors and the general neatness of ~ 
the work will be taken into consideration in awarding the prize. 


The prizes will be: First, four of our new prize books; 
second, three of the same; third, one of the same. 
_ This contest will close May roth, and the result will be 
_ announced in the June issue, 5 
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Easter Angling, 


A ae appliances for this game are manufactured at home, 

and consist of three toy hoops, such as children use 
for rolling, eight bamboo walking canes, and eight hooks 
made of wire like figure 7. A piece of twine three-quarters 
of a yard long is tied to the small end of each stick, and to 
the other end of the twine is fastened a hook. 

Smooth, stiff, light brown paper is pasted or tacked over 
each hoop like a drum-head, and in this paper covering of 
each hoop six round holes are cut just large enough to ad- 
mit the small end of an egg, or about the size of a silver 
quarter of a dollar. Four of the holes are made at equal dis- 
tance apart, twelve inches from the edge of the paper, and 
the other two are near the centre. 

Eighteen eggs to be angled for are provided. They are 
not boiled but the shells are emptied of their contents by 
punching a small hole with a needle in each end of the shell 
and blowing steadily into one end until the egg has all run 
out of the other end. 

The hole at the small end of the shell is then enlarged to 
the size of a silver dime. In this way the shells are prepared 
for decoration. 

They may be painted with water colors, with designs of 
spring flowersand butterflies, gilded, or silvered, or colored 
with dyes. 

A circle of gilt paper is folded twice and an eight-pointed 
stariscut. In the centre of this is cut a round hole. 

A piece of narrow white satin ribbon, three inches long, 
folded in the centre and pushed through the hole in the 
centre of the star forms it into a loop; the ends are then 
pasted securely to the point of either side of the star. 

When the eggshell has received its decoration this star 
and loop are glued to the large end of each shell. 

In twelve of the eggshells are hidden trifling gifts of 
candy, a tiny penknife, silver thimble or a trinklet of any 
kind ; in four are slips of paper on which are written prize 
ring, and in the other two are also slips of paper; on one is 
written first prize, on the other second prize. 

Every shell being supplied with its gift the holes at the 
small end of the egg are covered by pasting overeach asmall 
round or white paper, the edge of which is cut in points to 
make it fit more easily to the shell. 

The rules of the game are as follows; 

First Eight players only can take part in the game. 

Second. The three hoops are placed on the floor paper side 
up, at some distance apart. In each of the two ordinary 
rings are placed six eggs, standing upright in the holes, 
small end down; four eggs contain presents and two the 
papers bearing the words prize ring. In the third, or prize 
ring, are four eggs containing presents, and the two which 
hold the papers with the words first prize and second prize. 

Third. There must be no distinguishing mark upon any 
of the prize eggs. 

Fourth. Four players stand around each of the ordinary 
rings. Having once chosen their places they must keep 
them until all the eggs have been taken from the ring. 

Fifth. Every player is provided with a fishing rod which 
is held by one end, not in the middle. 

Sixth. The endeavor of each player is to insert his 
hook through the ribbon loop on one of the eggs and lift it 
out of the ring, doing this as quickly as possible and catch- 
ing as many as he can. 

As each egg is taken from the ring its contents are ex- 
amined and the player who first gets a prize ring egg ceases 
angling until the other prize ring egg has been caught. 

Seventh. When the eggs have all been taken out at both 
ordinary rings the two players in each ring who have the 
prize ring eggs move to the prize ring and angle for the eggs 
which it contains. 

Eighth. Two prizes, the first and second, fall to the lot of 
the two players who are fortunate enough to securethe prize 
eggs in the prize ring. 2 

The prizes given for the prizeeggs at the prize ring should 
be of a little more importance than those contained in the ~ 
other eggs. Instead oftrinkets these eggs may contain only 
candy, which will give more prominence to the two real 
prizes given at the end of the game.—Adalia B. Beard. 


HE answer to an ‘‘old time riddle,” in March issue is 
*‘Jonah,’’ Ss 
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OT a little, but rather, a good deal of push is necessary 

if one would make his way in the world in these days. 

At the same time, Young America should learn to distinguish 

between the right kind and wrong kind of article. The right 

kind is certainly not that which leads a lad to crowd rudely 

ahead of ladies and elderly men in making his way to a car, 

or into a door-way ; nor will the right kind of push and 

activity lead him to indulge in that most manly acconiplish- 

ment—cigarette smoking—simply because he wishes to be 
thought ‘‘a man.”’ 


N THE following paragraph the New York 77ibune tells of 


the right sort of push: 

‘«The passengers on a New York car bound down town, 
the other night, were amused at the sight of a youngster of 
ten years or so, dressed in the uniform of a messenger boy, 
trotting alongside the car. The little fellow joined the car 
at Twenty-third street, and kept company with it every 
block of the way down to the City Hall. When the car 
would stop he would halt, and when the driver would whip 
up his horses the boy would keep up the pace, too. One of 
the passengers on the front platform, struck with the boy’s 
grit, offered to pay his fare if he would ride. ‘The little fel- 
low shook his head and said he was satisfied. As the car 
stopped at Houston street to let off a number of passengers, 
and he had a minute’s rest, he explained that he had a mes- 
sage to deliver up-town, and wanted to save the ten cents 
which the office gave him for car fare, and yet know that he 
wasn’t losing anytime. He said he had trotted all the way 
up-town the same way. ‘There’s a boy who’ll succeed in 
life. That boy will, if health and strength continue, becouie 
one of New York’s merchant princes. He knows the value 
of saving, and at the same time is consistently earnest in 
his discharge of duty—resolved to lose no time that is his 
employer’s.”’ 














PEAKING of cigarette smoking, we are reminded that in. 


Germany legal steps are being taken to prevent the use 
of tobacco by lads and youth, on the ground of its impairing 
their physical fitness for military service, while London 
physicians are calling public attention to the evils of juve- 
nile smoking as a cause of disease, and as generally harm- 
ful to health. Athletes are letting tobacco alone, as well as 
_ strong drink, and the bright boy, who wishes to remain 
bright, will shun both as he would the very evil one, 
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OW and then the cars on the Brooklyn Bridge come to a © . 
stand-still because the mechanism of the ‘‘ grip ”’ fails 

to maintain its hold on the endless cable. Now and then 
boys and girls leave school a few terms, or years, earlier than 
they should, simply because they, too, have ‘‘ lost their grip.’’ 
A little harder work here or a little closer planning there, a © 
little more exercise of the will power, a little stronger deter- 
mination to succeed, and the difficulties in the way of a 
thorough education would have been removed. The boy or 
girl who leaves school until he or she is actually obliged to 
do so makes a mistake, and will live to regret it. Stick to 
the school just so long as you can ! ) 








IFFERENT people have different ideas of politeness. In 
the elevator of a large office building, the other day, 
a young lawyer was one of the passengers. Before the car 
started on its upward trip two young ladies entered, both 
expert stenographers and both employed in the same build- 
ing. One was a white girl and the other a colored one. As 
they entered the car our young disciple of Blackstone re- — 
moved his hat most politely, but when the white stenog- 
rapher got out at the fifth floor his hat was replaced on his 
head and he even took from his pocket a cigar, lighted it and 
puffed serenely away. 








SUBSCRIBER writes to say that he wishes ‘‘ PLAIN TALK 
had a better name, and one that would better indicate 
the character of the paper.’’ We have always thought that 
PLAIN TALK wasa pretty goodname. ‘‘ It speaks for itself,’’ 
and in the past eight years has had many a thing to say. 
At the same time, if there is a better name we want it, and 
so we turn the matter over to our subscribers. What do 
they say? Do they want the name changed? Why? What 
name would be better? Let us have within the next two 
months a few hundred postal card letters on the subject. 
Just to make the matter interesting we will print the best of 
the replies received, so far as space will allow, and will give — 
any two of our ‘‘ Best Books’’ for the best reply received 
before May roth, and, besides, will award a five dollar gold 
piece to the subscriber who suggests a name so good that the 
proprietors of the paper adopt it. If the same name is sug- 
gested by more than one subscriber the one whose card first 
reaches us wins the prize. Remember all replies in regard 
to this must be on postal cards. 





A Remedy for Tired Eyes. 


AKE acup brimful of tepid water and add sufficient salt 
a to be faintly perceptible to the taste. Hold your eyes 
to the water so that the lashes touch it, then wink once and 
the eyes will be suffused ; do not wipe them. This so re- 
freshes the eyes that they feel like a new pair. Do not for- 
get the good old rule, as soon as you feel your eyes, stop 
using them. By the above treatment one need waste very 
little time waiting for tired eyes. 








REGARD your paper the best advertising medium of its 
kind in the U. S., and feel perfectly right in saying that 

it will bring more answers than any paper I advertise in 
with three times its circulation and twice its advertising 
rates. In my opinion it is indispensible to the young col- | 
lector and has always something for those more advanced. 
P. B. DIVVER. 





Pieaieaey type-writer all O. K. to-day and am well _ 

pleased with it. Please accept thanks for same. _ 
Wishing your paper success, [remain yourstruly, 
Jou W. STOWELL, Federalsburg, M 
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The Making of Aluminum. 


HE works of the Pittsburg Reduction Co., were organized 
jin 1888; the process is that of Mr. M. Hall, and deals 
with the electrolytic reduction of an oxide of aluminum by 
direct and continuous method. I«ss than a year ago the re- 
sults obtained by the experimental plant, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty-five horse-power, high pressure engine, 
and two dynamos, giving a current of twenty-five volts and 
one thousand ampheres, were so successful that the installa- 
tion was increased to its present size, and‘ is capable of pro- 
ducing three hundred and seventy-five pounds of aluminum 
per day. The material used is an oxide of aluminum, which 
is manufactured at Goldschmeidn, near Breslaw ; it is manu- 
factured from bauxite, which is used with carbonate of soda 
and forms an aluminate of soda, which being lixiviated in 
water is thrown down as a white precipitate, and is exported 
to Pittsburg in that form. Abundance of bauxite is met 
with in North Carolina, but it cannot be reduced so success- 
fully nor at so moderate a price in America as it is in Ger- 
many. It is delivered in Pittsburg for about five cents a 
pound,‘including an import duty of sixty cents per one 
hundred pounds; it is probable, therefore, that it could be 
manufactured profitably in Europe for about three cents a 
pound, 

The principle on which the process is based consists in 
the use of a molten bath of various flouride salts, which are 
not decomposed by the electric current passed through them, 
but which, when in a molten state, decompose the alumina 
(Al203), separating the oxygen and gradually reducing 
alumina to a metallic mass of practically pure aluminum. 
Prior to being treated the powdered alumina is placed in a 
drying furnace, and moisture to the extent of about thirty- 
three per cent. of the whole weight is driven out; the white 
precipitate is then ready for further treatment. As carried 

- out at the Pittsburg works, a series of open iron vessels or 
- pots are placed on the floor of the melting-house, near the 
wall that separates this portion of the works from the electric 
plant. The pots are of wrought iron and are lined with car- 
bon, a depression or well being left at the bottom of each; a 
frame work rising above each pot serves to support a series 
of iron rods to the lower end of which are attached carbon 
electrodes ; these bars are held in position by binding screws 
and are connected to the positive poles of the dynamos; the 
circuit is completed by conductors from the negative poles 
to the iron pots. Into these carbon-lined receptacles a 
quantity of the flouride salts is thrown. When the current 
is passed through this mixture it rapidly fuses, but does not, 
it is stated, undergo any further change, nor any waste, 
except that due to accidental spilling no matter how long it 
may be kept in a state of fusion. In this bath is charged a 
quantity of alumina, the proportions being determined by 
experience ; the process of reduction then commences, every 
particle of the powder being subjected to the action of the 
electric current by the action of the bath. The oxygen is 
absorbed by the carbon electrodes, and the contents of the 
pots are soon reduced to a metallic mass, which does not 
mingle with the electrolytic bath, the respective specific 
gravities being sufficiently different to prevent any mechan- 
ical mixture. As the contents of each pot are run down, 
small quantities of alumina added,and from time to time, 
as the reduction has become complete, the metal is ladled 
from the well in each pot—the flouride bath being easily 
separated—and is poured into moulds for subsequent re- 
casting. The process is thus a direct and continuous one, 
- involving the expenditure of a large amount of electrical 
energy, but one into which the action of heat, beyond that 
necessary to fuse the electrolytic bath and the alumina, does 
not enter. The re-melting furnaces, of which there is a 
_ series sunk in the floor of the reduction house, are each only 
large enough to receive one crucible. In these the metal is 
re-melted and cast in small ingots, which are, it is claimed, 
of an average purity of ninety-eight and five-tenths per cent. 
_ The properties of aluminum are now generally known. 
Its color is white, delicately tinged with blue, and it resem- 
_ «bles silver more than any other metal. It takes a brilliant 
_ polish, and may be rolled or forged as easily as gold or 
_ silver, or beaten into very thin leaves. It can be pressed or 
_ stamped into all sorts of shapes, or drawn into the finest of 
_ wire. Its elasticity and tenacity are about the same as vir- 
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gin silver, but change greatly under the hammer. It is said 
to resist the engraving tool till properly varnished, when it 
may be cut like copper. Its sonorousness is very curious. 
Cast in bell form its sound is sharp and not prolonged, but 
struck as a bar it is remarkably sweet, pure and resonant. 
Its sound is resolved into two notes related to each other as 
are D to A. It might not work well in the form of tubular 
wind instruments; but fine effects might be had from a 
series of chromatic bars. In estimating the relative cost of 
aluminum as compared with other metals, we must take its 
specifie gravity into account. A bar of aluminum weighing 
one pound would be about four times as large asa bar of 
silver, brass, bronze, tin or iron of the same weight. Hence, 
at an equal price, aluminum would be four times as cheap as 
silver; but as it now costs by weight only about one-eighth 
as much, it would be relatively about thirty-two times as 
cheap. Asaconductor of electricity it equals silver and is 
eight times better than iron, and asa conductor of heat it 
excels any other metal known. ‘The first article manufact- 
ured from pure aluminum was a rattle for the Prince 
Imperial of France, in 1856; its sonorousness was much ad- 
mired.—Great Divide. 


Mount 4tna. 


T. ZETNA is located on the eastern coast of the island of 

Sicily. This volcano is situated between two rivers 

and it covers altogether an area of about eighty-seven miles 
in circumference. 

The highest summit, as ascertained by Sir J. Herschel, in 
1824, is 10,872 feet, while a later author states it 10,835 feet. 

“ Around the mountain at its base, is a fertile and delight- 
ful region known as the ‘vegione culta.’ Near Catania, 
this is eleven miles broad, till one reaches, i: ascending, the 
‘vegione silvosa,’ or woody district; but on the northern 
side the wood skirts the mountain to within half a mile of 
its foot. This lowest belt is the region of cultivation ; towns 
and villages are clustered upon it; and in the rich soil of the 
decomposed lava and tufaare flourishing plantations of olives, _ 
vines, grain, fruits and aromatic herbs. Though in the fre- 
quent eruptions some of these are often swept away or buried 
beneath the flow of lava, the attractions of the delicious 
climate, and of a soil so productive, overcome the fears of a 
people familiar with the dangers, and render them compara- 
oulees indifferent to the annoyances of the sharp volcanic 
dust.”’ 

For many miles around this volcano some very tall trees 
can be seen. The most noted, perhaps, is the gigantic chest- 
nut tree described by Capt. Smythe, as a cluster of what 
appears to be seven trees growing together, the largest of 
which measured thirty-eight feet in circumference, and the 
whole one hundred and sixty-three feet. The goat’s cavern 
is situated at a height of 5,362 feet, and is frequented by these 
animals in bad weather, and was. formerly used as a resting 
place for travelers. 

On a mountain of stone and ashes is the great crater, the 
depth of which is from six hundred to eight hundred feet. 
Rumbling noises and smoke issue from it continually. There 
are eighty secondary volcanoes, one of which is over seven 
hundred feet high. 

‘« The earliest recorded eruption of A%tna is mentioned by 
Diodorus Siculus, which caused the Sicani to desert its 
vicinity and move further to the south. No date is given, 
but it appears to have happened before the Trojan War. The 
next are three eruptions referred to by Thucydides, of which, 
according to his narrative, one was in 475 B.C., one in 425, 
and one at an earlier time not cleariy specified. These added 
to the later recorded eruptions to the present time make 
about seventy in all.’’ 

Probably the most destructive eruption that occurred is 
the one that partially destroyed Catania. Eight years after 
the lava entered the town it is stated that it was so hot that 
it was impossible to hold the hand in some of the crevices. 
Many times the lava flows down into the sea producing 
sounds louder and more terrific than thunder.—EDWarpD P. 
NEWCOMER. a 








HAVE received the prize books awarded me in recent 
word hunt. Please accept my thanks, am very much 
pleased with them. ANNA BLACKIE, Besemer, N, Y. — 
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NUMISMATICS. 


CHARLES T. TATMAN, - - - - Epiror, 
93 PIEDMONT ST., WORCESTER, MASS. 








HE idea of an American Numismatic Association which 
was spoken of in last month’s PLAIN TALK, and also in 
The Numismatist seems to meet with favor. Mr. W. G. 
Jerrems, Jt, one of Chicago’s well-known coin-collectors, 
writes to the editor of this department as follows: ‘‘I am in 
favor of a National Society, Iam at present a member of the 
American Nusmismatic and Archaeological Society but would 
be glad to join another society of less advanced collectors 
than those in the ‘A. N. and A. S.’ I do not suppose that 
our exchanges could be carried on by the plan used by the 
Philatelic societies, but we might be able to use somescheme 
that would work to our mutual benefit. Perhaps exchanges 
could be made from sheets of rubbings. Each collector might 
make good rubbings of each side of his duplicates, and send 
the same with his price to an exchange secretary, who would 
put them on a regular circuit. I shall be glad to hear that 
such a society is being formed, and will give it all the aid that 
IT can.”’ 


There is a United States coin rarer than the 1804 dollar. 
It is the unique twenty-dollar gold piece of 1849, the only 
specimen of which is in the mint cabinet at Philadelphia. 


How many of our readers ever saw a half-dollar of 1837 
with the following words on theedge : ‘‘ Fifty centsadollar’’? 
Such a coin exists. The spacing is different from that on 
ordinary pieces, so that the lack of the words ‘‘or half’ is not 
due to the wearing off. 


The American Antiquarian Society, whose museum build- 
ing is in Worcester, Mass., has a very fine collection of the 
so-called ‘‘ Pensylvania Bungtowns’’ The society also pos- 
sesses a small but choice collection of U. S. cents, anda good 
stamp collection. 


Mr. Charles E. Leal, of Paterson, N. J., formerly publisher 
of the American Numtsmatist, is once more in the pub- 
lishing field with a monthly entitled 7he Collector's Magazine 
A coin department is to be one of the regular features of the 
publication. 


The cent of 1877 is now undoubtedly worth a premium, 
and several other dates are likely to become so, as the cen 
of 1861, perhaps. 


Three cent nickels, are no longer coined, and people will 
do well to hold all such coins dated since 1875, with the ex- 
ception of 1881. 


_ Itissaid that the U. S. cent of 1831 is rapidly growing 
scarce. 


At the sale of the great Parmelee collection,a pattern cent 
of 1792, the only one known outside of the mint, brought $210. 


The political tokens of the United States form an interest- 
ing series, but a good many of them are hard to obtain. 


A subscriber to PLAIN TALK writes as follows: ‘‘Irecently 
acquired a rare Washington medal, which I was told wasa 
genuine original, struck in copper, from the die. Now I 
suspected that the piece was only a lead copy, copper plated 
by the electrotype process. The medal was so large that I 
could not judge very well of its weight, and I did not wish 
to disfigure it by a boring or acid test. So I took it to the 
laboratory of the institution where I am studying, and very 
carefully weighed it in the air, and then in water. Compar- 
ing the two weights, I found that the specific gravity of my 
medal was about 8.7, and referring to the list of specific 
gravities, I found that of copper to be 8.8, while that of lead 
11.5. I was then thoroughly satisfied that my medal was an 
original.’’ 








Answers to Queries. 
RANK M. LYON Pierceville, Ia.—The rubbing was made 
from a german card-counter or Spiel Marke. The legend 
signifies ‘‘ With glad spirits.’’ The piece is of slight value. 
J. L. S.—V nickels without the word ‘‘cents’’ will prob- 
- ably not be worth a premium inside of half a century. If 
all the horse-car conductors and others who are hoarding 
_ them up should put them into circulation they would be 
_ commonenough. he 
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J. B. B.-—A U.S. half dollar of 1815 is worth from $2.50 
to $6.00, according to condition. 


THESAURUS.—The rarest U. S cent is 1799, worth from 
five dollars to twenty-five. 1793 and 1804 are also very rare, 
being worth almost as much. Of course, uncirculated 
specimens of these coins have sold for much higher sums 
than those given above. An 1804 cent once sold for $200. 


PHILATELY. 


ALVAH DAVISON, - - - - - - 
176 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 





EDITOR, 








R. FRANK H. JAMISON of Orange N. J., is editor ofa 
fine looking paper entitled High School Life. 

Lieutenant J. M. T. Partello, U. S. A., who distinguished himself 
in the battle at Wounded Knee, was a passenger on the Red Star 
steamship Friesland, which sailed for Antwerp yesterday. 

Lieutenant Partello is on a leave of absence, and goes to Dussel- 
dorf to visit his brother, who is the United States Consul there. 
Another passenger on the same vessel was Ferdinand Von Bruyssel, 
the Consul-General of Belgium to Canada.—Dazly Continent. 

Mr. Partello is a well known stamp collector and his 
many friends will be glad to know that he passed through 
‘‘Wounded Knee’’ and came out with a whole skin. Some 
were not so fortunate. 


It is really tou bad that Chicago’s efforts to have a stamp 
paper are met with such little favor by the postal authorities 
at Washington. First the C. P. S. Bulletin was refused sec- 
ond-class rates, then the Stamp Collector, and now it is be- 
lieved that the American Philatelist will be treated in the 
same way, although the last named paper enjoyed newspaper 
rates for some years when publishel in Philadelphia. The 
final decision in regard to admitting a paper to second-class 
rates is given at Washington, and it seems very strange that. 
they would pass a paper at one time, and refuse the same 
paper later, but such are the inconsistencies of government 
officials. New York City at one time was thought to be the 
worst place to get anything through, but the laurel is given 
to Chicago by a large majority. 

The Standard Philatelist of St. Louis I understand has 
been refused second-class rates; but that was expected owing 
to the publishers filling the paper with their own advertise- 
ments. In passing on the fittness of a paper for second-class 
rates the first, and in fact the only question considered is 
this: Is the paper issued in the interest of, or to further any 
firm’s business? Ifit is, then it is not a newspaper in the 
intent of the law and is not entitled tothe reduced rates. 
A stamp dealer may issue a paper in the interest of that pur- 
suit, but care must be taken that he does not make it a pam- 
phlet to advertise his own business. 


The stamp business of the J. W. Scott Co. has increased 
to such an extent that they have had to take in another floor 
to get room for their extensive stock and give the clerks a 
chance to move around more freely. 

Arrangements for the inauguration of a steamship Post-Office ser- 
vice between this country and Germany have just been completed. 

The service will be put in operation from this city on April 15th. 
One German and one American clerk will be assigned to each 
steamer. : 

The service willbe conducted on the same principle as the rail- 
way post offices. Mail will be assorted between Hamburg, Bremen: 
and New York, during the passage to and from this port, so as to be 
ready to be forwarded upon the arrival of the steamer. It is esti- 
mated that the new service will save from eight to ten hours in trans- 
portation. : 

New York furnishes six of the clerks who have been assigned to 
this service by the Superintendent of Foreign Mails at Washington. 
These clerks are W. H. Hall, J. J. Valentine, P. J. Holtzman, J. F. 
Collins and T. F. Burke, clerks at the Post-Office, and W. Spenable, 
Chief Transfer Clerk at the Grand Central Station.—Zvening World, 


The New York Post Office has just added an information 
bureau to the establishment, this being a place on the ground 
floor presided over by an old employee who is supposed 
to know everything, from ‘‘the weather forecasts for to-mor- 
row,’’ to ‘‘whether Mr. Jones is in his office on the top floor, 
and if not, why not?’’ The bureau is intended to give in 
any language, clear and concise answers to the thousand and 
one questions which have heretofore been fired at the patient — 
and long-suffering stamp clerks. Aah sere, = ike Weaed # 
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The Metropolis will probably be the home of another 
stamp paper before many weeks, but as yet matters are not 
in shape to give names. 

The National Philatelical Society have taken a room in 
the Astor House where meetings will be held on various 
Saturday afternoons. The Philatelic Society have hired per- 
manent rooms in the Everett Building, corner Nassau and 
Ann streets,and here the members can go at any time during 
the day or evening. With these conveniences the Metropoli- 
tan collectors have no cause to let their interest in the pur- 
suit lag in any way. 

On the evening of March 3d, a very enjoyable occasion 
was held at the rooms of the Brooklyn Philatelic Club in 
honor of their third anniversary. About one hundred and 
fifty invitations were sent out to all members of the five 
Metropolitan Societies, but owing tothe exceedingly inclement 
weather on that evening, many were unable to attend who 
had intended to do so. A choice collation consisting of 
salads, etc., was served, and those who braved the elements 
were well repaid for it. Members from the Brooklyn, 
National, Statan Island, New Jersey and the Philatelic 
Society responded to various. toasts and many regrets were 
heard that anniversaries only came once a year. 


The American Philatelist will hereafter give reports of the 
meetings of all branch societies, although they will probably 
by condensed somewhat. The refusal of this paper to publish 
these reports was what led to the establishment of the 
Metropolitan Philatelist. The collectors in and around New 
York City to the number of about 150 are members of the 
different societies, and while they are unable to attend all 
meetings, they must have a report of the proceedings, hence 
the establishing of the 17. . as official organ of the various 
societies. 


Although there is a law, audavery stringent one against 
making or printing any reproduction of a United States 
stamp, it is evident that many publishers are ignorant of it. 
In Frank Leslie’s Popular Monthly for the current month 
is an article on ‘‘The Dead Letter Office’’ illustrated with 
six envelopes bearing two cent stamps. They have been 
reproduced by the photo process and are therefore exact re- 
productions, the size only being reduced. In Cleveland a 
book is published entitled ‘‘ One hundred Lessons in Business’’ 
and in this appears pictures of envelopes with stamps attached, 
these being the same size and excellent reproductions of the 
originals. The face of a postal card is also shown bearing 
the head of Jefferson. These works are freely sent through 
the mails, and should the authorities ever notice the cuts 
there will be a rumpus. 


The Cream City Philatelist from Milwaukee, Wis., and 
the Maritime Philatelist from Salem, Nova Scotia,are the latest 
aspirants to the popular favor, both sending out the February 
as the inital number. 


A writer in Mekeel’s Stamp News reports the finding of a 


five cent blue United States stamp of the 1875 issue, head of 
Taylor, grilled. This stamp is not catalogued in that con- 
dition although it is reported as having been issued. This 
find is but another instance of the value ofclosely examining 
every stamp, as only in this way will new varities be found. 
The value of such a specimen will well repay for the trouble 
spent, without counting the pleasure of unearthing such a 
rarity. : 
The auction sale of the Geo. B. Mason collection, or as it 
should be called his stock, took place in Bangs’ rooms on 
March sth, 6th and 7th. The sale was well attended as every- 
one was looking for bargains in the immense quantity of 
stamps catalogued, but I fear the buyers were disappointed, 
Some of the ordinary United States stamps brought forty per 
cent. above catalogue prices,and the prices as a rule were high, 
Mr. Mason spent many yearsof his life seeking for stamps in 
the old paper warehouses in Ann street, and it was the damp- 
ness of these places that led to the incurable malady which ul- 
timately led to his death. The stamps were sold mostly in 
quantities, there being so many of them, and the amount 
realized I imagine will be considerable. 


____The Scott Co. have another sale on the 18th and rgth, 
_ this being the J. R. Hooper collection. 
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[Prize Essay.] 
The Stamps of Sarawak and what may be Learned from them. 
BY LEON E. JOSEPH. 


S stamps are the subject of this department I will begin 
by describing them. The first stamp of Sarawak was 
issued in 1869. The design consisted of the head of the 
rajah, with ‘‘Sarawak’’ in a curve above. It was yellow 
and its value was three cents. ‘he second was like the first 
in all respects except that ‘‘Sarawak '’ wasin a straight line. 
It was issued in 1871. In 1875 the design was the same as 
in 1871, and values and colors as follows: the two cent, lilac; 
four cent, yellow; six cent, green; eight cent, blue and 
twelve cent, carmine. The design for 1889 was inscribed, 
‘‘Sarawak Postage and Revenue,’’ and the members of the 
set are atwo cent, purple and red; three cent, purple and 
blue; four cent, purple and yellow; six cent, purple and 
red-brown; eight cent, green and red; twelve cent, green 
and blue; twenty-five cent, green and red-brown. In 1876 
the three cent yellow of 1875 was surcharged with new value 
—two cents, making it a Provisional stamp. One cent in 
our money equals two in Sarawak. 

In 1839-1840 Sarawak, the most southern province of the 
sultanate of Brunei was in a rebellion against the tyranny 
of the governor, Pangeran Makota, and Muda Hassim was 
sent to restore order. The insurgents held out at Balidah or 
Blidah Fort in the Siniowan district, and there James 
Brooke first took part in the affairs of the territory. By his 
assistance the insurrection was suppressed and on September 
24th, 1840, he was appointed chief of Sarawak. 

In 1843, Captain Keppel and Mr Brooke expelled the 
pirates from the Saribas River, and in 1844, they defeated 
those on the Batang Supar, to which Makota had attached 
himself. In 1849, another severe blow was struck by the 
destruction of Sirib Sahib’s Fort at Patusan. 

The Chinese, who had begun to settle in the country about 
1850, at Bau and Bidi, made a violent attempt to massacre 
the English and seize the government, but they were prompt- 
ly and severely crushed after having done havoc at Kuching. 
During Sir James Brooke’s absence in England, from 1857 to 
1860, his nephew, Captain J. Johnson (who had taken the 
name of Brooke, and is generally called Captain Brooke) was 
1 ft in authority, but a quarrel afterwards ensued and Sir 
James Brooke was, in 1868, succeeded by Charles Johnson (or 
Brooke) a younger nephew. The independence of Sarawak 
had been recognized, after much controversy, by England in 
1863, and previously by the United States. 

The government is an absolute monarchy. The present 
Rajah is the nephew of Sir James Brooke. The rajah is 
assisted by a supreme council of six, consisting of two chief 
European residents and four natives, nominated by himself. 
There is also a general council of fifty which meet every 
three years or oftener if required. For administrative pur- 
poses the country is divided into eight districts correspond- 
ing to the number of principal river basins. Three chief 
districts are presided over by European officers. The mili- 
tary force—some 250 men—is under the control of an 
English command. There are also a few small steam ves- 
sels. The civil service is regularly organized, with pen- 
sions, etc. The revenue is in a satisfactory state, showing 
$64,899 to the good in the period between 1875 and 1884. 
In 1884 the revenue was $276,269, and the expenditure 
$289,291. 

The Roman Catholics and Protestants both have missions 
in Sarawak, and the English Bishop of Singapore and Lu- 
buan is also styled Bishop of Sarawak. The population 
consists of Malays, Chinese Land Dyaks, Sea Dyaks and 
Milanows. ‘‘ Without the Chinaman,’’ said the Rajah, in 
1883, ‘‘we could do nothing. When not allowed to form 
secret societies he is easily governed, and this he is forbidden 
to do on pain of death.’’ The Dyaks within the territory 
have given up head hunting. The Milanows, who live in 
northern districts, have adopted the Malay dress and in 
many cases have become Mohammedans ; they are a quiet, 
contented and laborious people. Slavery still prevails in~ 
Sarawak, in some of the out-of-way towns, in secrecy, for it 
was prohibited in 1888. Kuchin, the capital of Sarawak, on 
the Sarawak River, is a place of 12,000 inhabitants and ig 
steadily growing. 3 : 


~ 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 


WILL. H. PLANK, Epitor. 


Correspondence desired from all. Articles on Natural History desired from all. 
Address W. H. Plank, Kansas City, Kansas, or Springfield, Mo. 











RY the time that this number reaches the many readers of 
PLAIN TALK, signs of spring will have been manifested 
in the shape of an early flower, a leaf-budded tree, or the note 
of some feathered songster. With others a month and even 
three must pass before the white garments of winter fall and 
reveal the emerald garments of so welcome a guest. New 
recruits have been made during the past year, and older ones 
more enthused. May you all be bountifully rewarded from 
Nature’s storehouse. Remember that patience goes a good 
ways with Nature, and as ‘‘Rome was not built in a 
day,’’ so you must not expect to learn it all at once, and 
to be an Agassiz or a Thoreau, rests with you. Make for 
yourself what you will, but bear in mind that ‘Science 
moves but slowly, slowly, creeping on from point to point.’’ 





Notes. 


aie bed of crinoids has been found in Kansas City 
_ and the members of the Academy may be seen around 
at most any hour of the day. 


Mr. Fred. C. Singleton a member of the Hill and Dale 
Club of this city has accepted a position in the Law Depart- 
ment of the M. K. & T. R.R., at Parsons, Kansas. We have 
lost a bright young collector. 


The Hill and Dale Club of this city, meets every two 
weeks with Dr. Heath, the South America explorer. It ts 
useless to say that the meetings are interesting. 


We will give PLAIN TaLk readers a description of the 
large cave at Springfield, Mo., in a near number. 


It is proposed that a large balloon be built to explore the 
northern regions with. 


Walter E. Bryant the California ornithologist, has kept 
track of the sea-birds that have been found dead on the beach 
of San Francisco. After every severe storm numerous birds 
have been found on the beach bewildered and exhausted from 
the storms. No land birds have yet been noticed. Nineteen 
species have thus far been noticed. They seem to be princi- 
pally the Pacific Fulmar, Western Gull, California Gull, and 
the California Murie. 








Maryland’s Sandy Shore. 


ioe Eastern Shore of Maryland is entirely made up of 
drift sands and gravel deposited during the tertiary 
age. On the lower part of the peninsular fine sands seem to 
prevail, while at the middle and upper part coarser sand, 
clay and gravel predominate. In many places there are well 
preserved beds of miocene shell. To the lithological geolo- 
gist this kind of formation is of little interest, but to the 
historical and to the dinamical geologist it is by no means 
divested of interest. Here the historical geologist has a 
page of the earth’s history laid open for him to peruse. A 
well preserved bed of miocene shells washed by a clear 
stream of water and underlying fifteen feet of lavers of sand, 
clay, and gravel. This is a scene which will well repay an 
amateur geologist for an hour’s study. We find species of 
shell that have laid here for perhaps a million years and are 
identical with the species now living, asin the case of the 
oyster and clam. These are said to be among the oldest liv- 
ing species, besides being now among the most useful 
products of the world. There are over twenty-five thousand 
people now living solely on the profits of the oyster business 
in this state. But these are not the only species of interest 
_ in these beds! There are many other shells and a great vari- 
ety of teeth of sharks, etc., and every little piece in the bed 
tS to kave something to tell of the creation of the 
world. 
Take one tiny grain of sand and give it the power to tell 
its history! Let it tell of its wild wanderings over the earth, 


what a volume it could fill! Let it begin back long ages 


Sab as. 
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before the creation of the organic beings, when it laid a tiny 
undefined speck in the earth’s mighty crust; then of its 
being crushed and driven by a mighty fiery avalanche from 
below, and thrown from its resting place high in the air 
only to fall back with tons upon tons of its mother rock, 
again to be crushed and ground down. Then perhaps a long 
journey from its original home, now tearing through some 
deep and rugged gorge, midst a perfect maelstrom of ice and 
water and rock, and now rolling slowly over the bottom of 
some great river, then dashed by the angry waves of a 
greater ocean and thrown high upon some sunny beach, or 
laid gently beneath long fathoms of dark and silent water. 
Then, perhaps, after long ages, to be again overtaken by 
some terrible force from below and started once more on its 
wanderings or forced to another resting place high above the 
water, beneath the scorching rays of the sun, and all the 
time being slowly ground down, becoming smaller and 
smaller, assorted with millions of other grains of its own 
weight, and spread out in vast beds perhaps to slowly sink 
below the surface again, and be converted into another kind 
of rock and preserve within its folds fossil remains of the 
first species of organic and plant life.-—A. E. CargEy. 


What A Mud-Turtle Said. 


HERE has been great rejoicing in the house where I be- 
long to-day. A little boy lives in the house, and he 

says that he owns me, though why he does I don’t know, 
unless because he found me one day when I had crawled out 
from under the sidewalk. I was just going to make myself 
comfortable in the sunshine when a lot of boys came along. 
One of them spied me, and pounced on me right away. He 
tried to hold me down to the ground so that I could not 
crawl away, and he put his knee on my shell, and pressed 
so hard that I expected every minute to hear my shell crack. . 

But another boy knew better how to manage me than the 
first boy did. He took hold of my shell, and picked me right 
up, and carried me along. The first boy claimed me because 
he said he saw me first, and the second boy bought me for a 
top and a knife with a broken blade. Then this second boy 
carried me home and put me in the back yard. 

That is where I have been living ever since. He did not 
think so, though. One day he could not find me and he 
cried because he thought I had runaway. But I had not. I 
had only made a little place for myself in the ground in a 
corner of the yard, and settled myself to sleep through the 
winter as my folks always do. I heard the little boy when 
he began to cry because he had lost me, and I had a great 
mind to come out and tell him I was not lost; but I was 
too sleepy to stir, and I did not make my appearance again 
until to-day. 

The little boy was greatly surprised when I appeared, 
and almost all the family have been out to see me. I feel 
quite proud because they were so glad to see me. 

Almost all who have been to see me to-day have said, 
‘‘What a nice mud-turtle heis!’’ ButIam nota turtle; I 
am a tortoise. If I had been a turtle, I should not have 
gone to sleep over winter, but I should have been off at sea 
along with the other true turtles. 

If I were a turtle, I could not draw my head and feet in- 
side my shell as I can now, and as true tortoises can. Not 
all of us can draw our feet and head in so far as to shut our 
upper and lower shells together though, the way the Box 
Tortoise does. He is perfectly protected by his shell. But 
most persons do not care to remember the difference between 
a turtle and a tortoise, and I expect some folks will go on 
calling me a mud-turtle as long as they live. 

But I think that if wise men can spend a great deal of 
time studying us and learning our habits, common folks 
might at least learn our right names. 

Why, I heard once of a very learned friend of ours, a man 
named Agassiz, who had a whole garden full of turtles and 
tortoises near the city of Boston, and he used to walk among 
these animals every day, and feed them, and study their likes 
and dislikes, and write about them. I should like to have 
been one of those tortoises, for I am sure I should have been — 
treated well by such an owner. 
the wiser a person is, the kinder he is toward animals. a 

nett —Land and Water Friends. 


s 








I have always noticed that 
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A Setting Board for Butterflies. 


E DITOR PLAIN TALK :—I received your favor of the 3d 
: instant, and gladly send you a sample of my setting 
boards. I make them twelve inches long. The groove in 
the middle must of course be according to the size of the 
body of th¢ specimen, and also the sides for supporting the 





wings must correspond to their size. Great pleasure is in 
store for those who engage in the study of Lepidoptera. A 
smiall case of perfect specimens of our most common butter- 
- flies will outrival many a costly oil painting in regard to 
‘combination of colors and elegance of forms.—H. H. ABEL- 
ING, Zorrington, Conn. 


<2 New Books for the Naturalist. 


RE-HISTORIC America. ‘‘This translation is one of 
the best books for the archaeologist that has yet been 
published.’’—Nation. By Marquis De Nadaillac. Edited 
with notes by W. H. Dall. Large 8vo., 219 illustrations. 
New price, $2.25. 
- AMONG THE MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES. Every Agassiz 
member who has been delighted with ‘‘Insect’s Lifes,’’ will 
be pleased to learn that this book has been revised and en- 
larged under the above name. Its author, Mrs. Julia P. 
Ballard, has given Entomology a careful study, and has 
given us her knowledge in her careful and pleasing style. 
Small 8vo. Price, $1.50. 

THE TREES OF NORTHEASTERN AMERICA, by Chas. S. 
Newhall. A description of all the native trees of Canada and 
Northern United States west of the Mississippi River. 8vo., 
extra cloth. Price, $2.50. 

The above books are just from the press of G. P. Put- 
man’s Sons, 27-29 W. 23d St., New York. 


Where Wild Fowl Go. 


NTIL the acquisition of Alaska by the United States it 

was a matter of wonder where certain wild fowl went 

when they migrated from temperate climes on the approach of 
summer, as well as snow birds and other small species of the 
feathered tribe, says the Sitka Alaskan. It was afterward 
found that their habitat 1n summer was the waters of Alaska, 
the Yukon River and the lakes of that hyperborean region. 
A reporter recently interviewed C. J. Green, of Norton 
Sound, Western Alaska, and he confirms the statement of 
Dall and others. ‘‘ People wonder where the wild fowl come 
from,’’ said he. ‘‘ They see the sand-hill crane, wild goose, 
heron and other fowl every spring and fall pursue their un- 
_ wearied way, but, like the wind, they do not know whence 
_ they come or whither they go. Up on Golovin Bay, on the 
- north shore of Norton Sound, is the breeding place of these 
fowl. All the birds in creation, seemingly, go to that 







country to breed. Geese, ducks, swans, and thousands upon 
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thousands of sand-hill cranes arewswarming there all the 
time. They lay their eggs in the blue-stem grass in the 
lowlands, and if you go up the river a little way from the 
bay the noise of the wild fowl is almost deafening. Myriads 
of swallows and robins are there, as well as millions of mag- 
nificent grouse wearing red combs and feathered moccasins. 
This grouse turns white as snow in winter, You can kill 
dozens of juicy teal ducks or grouse as fat as butter-balls in 
afew moments. The wild fowl and bears live on salmon 
berries, with which all the hills are literally covered.’’ 


The Ostrich. 
BY PLUVIA. 


HERE is but one specie of the ostrich ; it is sparsely dif- 

fused over the interior of Africa and is rarely found in 

Asia. It generally measures six feet in height, and occasion- 

ally attaining nine feet ; its weight varies from twenty to a 
hundred pounds. 

The ostrich has been known from the most remote an- 

tiquity. It is spoken of in the sacred writings, for Moses 


‘ forbade the Hebrews to eat of its flesh, as being ‘‘ unclean 


The Romans, however, considered it a great culinary 
luxury. In former days it was a favorite dish with the tribes 
of Northern Africa. At the present date the Arabs content 
themselves with using its fat as an outward application in 
certain diseases, especially rheumatic affections, and it is 
said they derive from it very beneficial effects. 

The natives of Africa call the ostrich ‘‘the camel of the 
desert,’’ just as the Latins denominated it Struthio camelus. 

There is, in fact, some likeness between them. This 
resemblance consists in the length of the neck and legs, in 
the form of the toes, and in the callosities which are found in 
the lower stomach of both. In some of their habits they 
also resemble each other. The ostrich lies down in the same 
way as the camel, by first bending the knee, then leaning 
forward on the fleshy part of the sternum, and letting its 
hinder quarters sink down last of all. Although the senses 
of sight and hearing in the ostrich are so highly developed 
that it is said to distinguish objects six miles off, yet the 
senses of taste and smell are very imperfect. In a wild 
state it takes into its stomach large pebbles to increase its 
digestive powers. In captivity it gorges bits of wood and 
metal, pieces of glass, plaster and chalk. MHerbage, insects, 
small reptiles, and even small mammalia are the principal 
food of the wild ostrich. It is capable of enduring hunger 
and thirst for many days—about the most useful faculty it 
could possess in the arid and burning deserts which it in- 
habits. : 

The muscular power of the ostrich is truly surprising. 
If matured it can carry a man on its back. and is readily 
trained to carry a mar or beara burden. The tyrant Fir- 
mius, who reigned in Egypt in the third century, was drawn 
by a teain of ostriches. 

Man succeeds in capturing the ostrich only by stratagem. 
Sometimes the hunter covers himself with an ostrich’s skin, 
aud by the aid of his disguise the birds can be approached 
sufficiently near to kill them. 

The Arabs hunt the ostrich with dogs, which pursue it 
until itis completely worn out. There are also several other 
devises used to capture or kill these birds. The ostrich, 
which is an eminently sociable bird, may be seen in flocks of 
two or three hundred, mixed up with droves of zebras, quag- 
gas, etc. 

In spite of its great strength, the ostrich, when un- 
molested, is the most peaceable creature in the world; and 
owing to its inoffensive nature, it readily becomes domesti- 
cated. If captured young, it can be tamed in a short time. 

In all ages the feathers of the ostrich have been the 
object of considerable trade; it is for these plumes that the 
birds are hunted and reared. Each bird produces about half 
a pouud of white feathers and three pounds of black. The 
delicate wavy plumes, sought after by the female sex, are 
found on the tail and wings. The Roman soldiers decked 
their helmets with them. 

The Africans annually destroy a large number of these 
birds, yet their race do not appear to diminish. It is a use- 
ful creature, and I could write a great deal more about it, 
but lack of space compels me to stop. “ a 
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PUZZLEDOM 


CONDUCTED BY ‘‘ FISCO.’’ 


Address all communications pertaining to this Depart- 
ment to EpGAR D. MELVILLE, Puzzle Editor PLAIN TALK 
924 Upland Street, Chester, Pa. 








New Puzzles. 


NOSE: 

SQUARE. 

1. A kind of janitor. 2. Somniferous. 
3. Bony. 4. Ajacket. 5. Endless. 6. 
To flush. ‘* BLAIR ATHOL.”’ 
Malden, Mass. 

No: 22, 


CHARADE. 
Oh wretched PRIME thy sin is deep 
Thou art not FINE to enjoy thy sleep, 
For fear thy life some thief shall take, 
And so in WHOLE thy life dost make. 


But oh! thou fool dost not thou know 
The Lord is mighty—his vengeance 
slow, 
And if thou his favor would obtain 
Give to the poor of thy hoarded gain. 
Jersey City, N. J. ‘* INCOGNITO.” 
INOn 4. 
DIAMOND. 
1. Aconsonant. 2. A small draught. 


3. To gaze fixedly. 4. A jewel. 5. 
Haughty. 6. Conclusion. 7. A con- 
sonant. ‘ LATIO.”’ 
Nutley, N. J. 
No. 4. 
SQUARE. 
1. At any time. 2. True; exact. 3. 


A lake well-known. 4. Esculent grains. 
White Plains, N. Y. ee O68 Opa one 
No. 5. 


Drop LETTER PUZZLE. 
—r—i—h—r—-y—c—w— 
Nutley, N.J: ED) 197.4515 (0 Mia 
No. 6. 


DIAMOND. 

1. A letter. 2. A particle of negation. 
3. Tensions. 4. A number. 5. A letter. 
White Plains, N. Y. Cpe Wee & es 
INOS 7% 

PI. 

Ofto snrpit ahtt phrepsa hranote, 

Gilnasi reo sfeil nemols nima, 

A rlfnroo dan hspi-krecdew trohreb, 

Gresen lahls keat atrhe nigaa. 

White Plains, N. Y. ie Sid a Cages 

No. 8. 

INSERTIONS. 

Insert a letter into the words in the 
first column to get thosein second. The 
inserted letters name a great general. 

A permission to use, A general ; 


Warmth, Part of the body ; 

To wager, To pound ; 

A boy, Ground ; 

To settle, A hart. 
Waterman, Ill. ‘* SOLON.”’ 


Prize: Any two of our ‘‘ Best Books.”’ 

The above named prize will be awarded 
on the following plan ; ifan even number 
of correct answers are received, the prize 
will be sent to the one sending the first ; 
if an odd number, to the one sending the 
middle correct answer, unless divisible 
by five, when it will be given for the last 
correct answer. 

Answers to puzzles appearing in this 
issue will be published in the June 
number, and answers will be received up 
to May roth, but no answers received 
after that date will count. 








| side. 


PLAIN: TALK. 


Palaver. 


I am indebted to ‘‘R. O. Chester’’ for 
information in regards to the National 
Puzzlers’ Association, to which organi- 


| zation I now belong. 


To ‘‘Santa Claus:’’ Your five word 
diamond sent to me I find unavailable. 
Do not become discouraged. Try again. 
The principal of the diamond is that of a 
form which reads the same either across 
ot down, beginning at the upper left 
The fourth line in your puzzle 
fails to work this way. 


The N. A. P. convention was called to! 


order Feb. 22, 1891, at 5.30 P. M., the 
official editor in the chair. Floy, Fisco, 
Clie, Nordeck and D. I. Lemma were elec- 
ted. A motion was made and carried, to 
notify all members that their dues of ten 
cents a month commenced with the date 
of application, and of being in arrears. 
The election of officers resulted in: EIl- 
bert, president ; Proteus, vice-president ; 
R. O. Chester, cor. secretary ; Nordeck, 
rec. secretary ; H. S. Nut, financial sec- 
retary; Clio, treasurer; Folga, official 
editor; Elbert, inspector of forms; Pro- 
teus, inspector of flats. The next place 
of meeting will be Chicago, July 5th, 
1893. The roll was called and Rita, 
Sibyl, Floy, Clio, Al Addin, Nordeck, E. 
X. Press, Ajax, Desmoro, Fire Proof, 
Pen Tracer, Alias, Latakia, Zenobia, 
Marco, Tullia, Cato, Boz, Imlac, Folga, 
Theckla, May A., Gloria, Hazel, Aunt 
Muggins, Mr. Sport, Rokeby, Louis E. 
Anna, Phil. A. Delphia, A. P. R., Min- 
nie Mum, Martha, Leontine, Lallah 
Rookh and Thisdoph—total thirty-five— 
were found to be present. The meeting 
adjourned until Monday night when a 
grand surprise awaited them. The large 
hall was gayly festooned, the floor was 
‘‘muchly’’ waxed and in an adjacent 
room was an extensive table heaped with 
dainties of every description. At day- 
break the gathering broke up and the 
occasion will long be remembered. 

The Treasurer’s address is: Miss Ruth 
Delevan, southeast corner Magazine and 
Melpomene Streets, New Orleans, La. 

—The Appeal. 


All puzzlers should become members 
of the National Puzzlers’ Association and 
help make it a successful affair. By- 
laws, constitution, list of officers, etc., 
can be had by addressing Geo. A. French, 
(FOLGA) 97 Poydras St., New Orleans, 
La,. who is Official Editor of the associ- 
ation. 

Edward Dana Sabine has adopted the 


nom-de-plume of ‘‘ Blair Athol.’’ 





From “ Folderol.” 


‘‘Fisco.’’—Yours of at hand 
and in reply will say. Ihave no history, 
or at least none of interest to PLAIN TALK 
puzzlers. Topsy-like, I just grew and 
thrived, in the valley of the Kennebec, 
in the good old Pine Tree State. I never 
saw the White-house, never crossed the 
continent, or made the tour of the world 
in eighty days, I never invented perpet- 
ual motion, wrote a book or led an ism 
or creed, but am simply ‘‘Folderol’’ at 
your puzzleistic pleasure. A few years 
ago I became interested in the puzzle 
department of an Augusta, Me., paper 








from which I was so fortunate as to win 
a few prizes and contribute puzzles since 
which time I have been irregularly in- 
terested in various departments among 
which are prize and puzzle corners, puzzle 
mysteries, snarley skeins, pine knots, 
hard knots, puzzledom, etc., winning a 
few modest prizes now and then and con- 
tributing simple mysteries. For one of 
the later prizes I have to thank your 
PLAIN TALK department, as from my 
first endeavor I won first prize. I pre- 
sume that your department is crowded 
with better efforts than ‘‘Folderol’s’’ but 
nevertheless I will venture to send a con- 
tribution, that may perhaps serve, if by 
chance, you should have no better. In 
my efforts at forming I never have sent 
out an anagram as I am not particularly 
fond of them, and in a list of desirable 
puzzles I should place it last as its solu- 
tion consists of too much guess work and 
not enough study on words that will in- 
struct as well as amuse the solver, as is 
the case with the study of squares, 
diamonds and nearly all other kinds. 
About the time I became interested in 
puzzles I also became interested in col- 
lecting, and sometime I may perhaps tell 
the PLAIN TALK readers of some of my 
collections, especially wood of which I 
have 260 kinds. If it so be that you find 
this note ofany use, all right, use it and 
if it is found of no use, why, drop it in 
the waste basket and no harm will be 
done to, Yours truly, 
‘*FoLDEROL.”’ 








AMATEUR PRESS NOTES. 


Conducted by ‘‘AN OLD Boy.” 





School Papers. 


While not strictly a school paper, yet 
the Youth’s Journal issued by Archie W. 
Shaw, at Jackson, Mich., aims to repre- 
sent the high-schools of Michigan, and 
is a very bright periodical. 

Promptness in issuing a paper is a 
decided virtue. The Ovacle, from the 
Malden, Mass., high-school is always on 
time—The Racguet from, Portland Me., 
is another paper of which the same may 
be said. This paper complains that in 
the school which it represents the class 
spirit is too prominent and the school 
spirit not enough so. 

The Commencement Herald, issued by 
F. Stacy Whitney_and Charles W. Gans, 
at Tacoma, Wash., is devoted to the 
different educational interests “of that 
city, and, incidentally, to amateur 
journalism. 

The High-School Review, Newton, 
Mass., is one of the largest papers in its 
line which comes to us ; It is well edited 
and has an exceptionally good advertis- 
ing patronage. 


THE AMATEUR PRESS. 


The National Amateur gives the follow- 
ing list of ‘‘new papers:”’ 

The News Letter, Hope Reed Cody, 
3625 Grand Boulevard, Chicago, II1.; 
Oscar A. Reum, 40 Lakeside Building, 
Chicago, Il. 

My Regards, A. V. averse Geneva, 
Neb. 

The Recorder, F: W. Lynes, 155 Allen 
st., Buffalo, N. Y. = 
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_ The New Era, Brainard P. Emery, 244 
Grand Street, Newburg, N. Y. 

Utopia, R. Levin Mitchell, 545 E. 8th 
street, Arthur J. Peacock, 1019 Tatnall 
street, Wilmington, Del. 

Wilmingtonian, Thos. J. Nulty, 416 
Lombard street, Wilmington, Del. 

Empire State Amateur, John J. Ottin- 
ger, 149 Arkansas street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Excelsior, J. F. Shannon, 4122 Ogden 
street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Hoosac Hustler, W. Wells Darby, 
North Adams, Mass. 

The Gem, Arthur S. Mann, 71 W. North 
street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

The Autocrat, S.J. Steinberg, 47 Rus- 
sell ave., Arthur Bazel, 337 S. New Jer- 
sey street, John D. Snyder, 437 S. Illinois 
street, Indianapolis, Ind. 








CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. 


This Department is established in response to numerous 
requests from subscribers. All readers are invited to make 
use of it, remembering the following rules: FrrRst—Brey- 
ity. SEconD—Clearness of statement. THIRD—Decisive 
knowledge of what iswanted. FourTH—The desirability 
of confining themselves, us much as possible, to questions 
of interest to others as well as themselves. Al] questions 
will be given attention as early as possible, although in 
some cases more or less delay may be necessary. 








A MEDICAL PAPER. 


S. B. T., Trenton.—Medical Classics, New 
York City, is published at fifty cents per year, 
and might please you. The publishers will 
“Seats send a sample copy free on applica- 

ion. 
TO RE-INK TYPEWRITER RIBBONS. 


L. E. H.—It is cheaper to buy new ribbons, 
rather than to attempt to re ink old ones, if 
one’s time is of any value. They caz be re- 
inked, however, by stretching tightly on a 
frame and brushing over carefully and evenly 
with a very thin aniline ink, such as is used 
for inking rubber stamp pads. 


VARIOUS SUGGESTIONS. 


In response to our request for opinions from 
subscribers as to any desirable changes in 
PLAIN TALK, a few letters have been received. 
—Paul Foster thinks that the department of 
‘Games and Pastimes ”’ is the most enjoyable, 
but would like a greater variety in prizes 
offered. Send us a few more subscribers, so 
that we can afford better prizes, and it will be 
our pleasure to increase the offers. In any 
event, some very desirable ones will be offered 
within the next few months.—Chas. A. Hunt 
thinks a department of physical culture would 
be an improvement, while S. A. Y. wishes to 
know if we are to give the proposed page of 
**Pieces to Speak.”? To the latter we reply, 
‘*Yes, in a very short time.’? Work is now 
being done on the necessary engravings, etc. 


MUST MEAN ‘‘ PLAIN TALK,”’’ 


_ A. W.S. writes :—‘‘I was referred to you 
for answer to the following. In what paper 
does it pay best to advertise; papers devoted 
to stamps, coins, and minerals and general 
news for boys?’’ ‘A. W.S.’’ must mean 
‘©PLAIN TALK,” we think, for we know of no 
other paper which comes so near ‘filling the 
bill.” There are quantities of other good 
papers, some of which are good advertising 
-mediums, while others are of doubtful value. 
About the only way to find out if it wjll pay to 
advertise in a paper is to try it. Your adver- 
tisement may ‘‘draw,’’ while another may 
aot or your own may not, while another 
- will. 





GOOD READING MATTER. 


The publishers of PLAIN TALK receive large 
quantities of good reading matter, such as 
magazines, story-papers, philatelic journals, 


_and the like, and have been offering them for |. 


sale at the uniform price of ten cents per 
pound, postpaid, Several persons buy regu 
larly every week, saying that they are more 
than satisfied with theirinvestment. If inter- 
ested, see small sewertigetent elsewhere. 

es 


Me Ss 















Exchange and Sale Department. 


Subscribers who pay $1.00 per year have the privilege 
of this department free. subject to the followingrules. To 
those not subscribers the charge is 1 cent per word per 
issue. Old subscribers who were on our books March 1, 
1891, have the privilege of this department free to the 
close of 1891, regardless of the amount paid for subscrip- 
tion. It must be understsod that we can take no responsi- 
bility concerning exchanges effected by means of this de- 
partment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be 
guaranteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the mat- 
ter, it would be advisable for those contemplating ex- 
changing to write for particulars to th> addresses before 
sending the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written, following the general arrangement 
given below, and on oneside of the paperonly. Send 
as often as you please, but not more than one notice for 
single issue. Notices of more than 40 words net in- 
serted. Notices are not repeated, i. e., a notice can bave 
but oneinsertion. Exchange notices of revolvers, ‘“‘trashy”’ 
novels, etc., notinserted. The publishers reserve the right 
to decline to insert any notice if they think best. 














C. E. Tribbett, Thorntown, Boone Co., Ind.—I have to 
exchange for good Indian relics or old U.S. coins, one oil 
stove, new, $1.25, one gasoline 12-light torch, $2.00, good 
condition, one large mounted mink. fine, $2.00, one fine 
model of steamboat nicely painted, fine order, $8.00, three 
feet in length. 

C.S. Knowles, Wakefield, Mass.—An 8x10 and a 5x8 
photo outfit. Cameras have reversible backs, with 
feather weight holders. A B fiat clarionette, ebony picolo 
flute. Want a pair of ball bearing pedals. 

A. E. Marks, Woodfords, Me.—For sale or exchange 
1856 eagle ct. $2.00; 1864 and 1865 2c red une, 5c; good 1804 
ct. $3.75, fine 1801 34 dol. $3.50, ¥4 doils. 1803 to 1814, nearly 
fine, 60c. Greek silver coin size of 34 dol., 365 B.C., $1.00. 


James L., Little, Goddard Avenue, Brookline, Mass.— 
Clumber spaniels for sale. Pups of this breed for sale 








from pure and registered stock. Make excellent game 
dogs. Fine disposition and easily trained. Pedigrees 
furnished and purity guaranteed. 

G. D. Horner, 7 Washington Street, New Castle, Pa.— 
For sale, cheap, or exchange a physician’s Anatomical 
Cabinet in good condition. The best thing of the kind 
published in America, cost $30.00. Also have fine set of 
Beaver Furs for gents overcoat. 

Jno. Brydon, 350 W. Indiana Street, Chicago, Il].—Will 
give 150 foreign stamps for a drill four inches Jong, 100 
white envelopes for 19c. P. P. U.S. largecents dc. each, 
Congo Free State Coins 1, 2, 5 and 10 centimes in mint 
state for 25c. P. P. Japanese Tempo Coin for 8c. All 
letters answered. 

R. W. Stearns, Sewall Ave., Brookline, Mass.—Will 
send directions for making lemonade without lemons and 
cider without apples for ever dime dated before 1876. 


F, L. Price, 1013 Hignland Street, Columbus, Ohio.—For 
sale or exchange, silver dollar 1795 good, ‘*‘ half dollars 
1809 to 1820,’’ about five hundred old copper cents, a few 
Indian relics, Bad Land fossils and minerals. 

Paul Foster, Derry, N. H.—Wanted—a type-writer or 
detective camera in good condition. Will exchange ten 
or twelve cloth bound books, four years of ‘St. Nicholas,” 
five or six of the ‘** Youths’ Companion,”’ etc., and wil] 
pay part cash for best offer. Send description. 

C. A. Hunt, East Nashville, Tennessee.—Has any one a 
Dowda’s exerciser or any other good chest weight that 
they want to get rid of? Ifso write: or have youa good 
Gladstone traveling valise, russet leather and in good 
order? Will paycash. Write. 

Fred. Bundy, Birdseye, Ind.—Will exchange a good 
violin for self-inking press, other offers or sell cheap foi 
cash. Would also like to have coin and stamp lists. 

L, A. Livingston, Davidsburgh, Pa.—A genuine ‘‘ Mad 
Stone”? from Virginia, a sure cure for bites of mad dogs, 
stings of poisonous insects, etc.,, retail price $5.00. for only 
$2.50. No mineralogical cabinet complete without one, 
besides its medicinal virtues. 

F.S. Morton. 158 Cumberland Street, Portland, Me.— 
For sale, A Compound Microscope magnifies up to % 
diameters. Cost $6.00, will sel] cheap. Write for descrip 
tion. 

Elmo J. Dowdall, 3112 Brantner Pl.. St. Louis, Mo.— 
Wanted'to exchange a magic lantern for best money or 
stamp Offer, all mail answered. 

Frank Green, Galion, O.—A 48 inch ordinary Bicycle for 
best offer also safcty 30 inch ball bearing all around, cash 
$90 will sell for $50, write me. 

Philatelic Publications.—A philatelic club has been 
formed in La Crosse, Wis. The secretary, E. R. Heiberg, 
142 South 6th Street, would be pleased to receive copies of 
all philatelic publications. ss 

H. B. Tull, Monon, Indiana.—Two volumes ‘ The 
Argosy,’’ Philatelist Album, 100 varieties stamps. 
“‘Leather Stocking Tales,” for typewriter, U.S. stamps. 
rare foreign books or minerals, relics, ete. Exchange de- 
sired with collectors having about 750 varieties. 

C. L. Duff, Box 78, Clay City, 1.—Has a dulcimer, fancy 
poultry, plgeons and eggs for hatching. Cheap for cash 
or exchange for a good Bicycle, or type. Write me stat- 
ing what you have and I will make offers. 

E. R. Heiberg, 142 S. 6th Street, La Crosse, Wis.—I will | 
give 25 varieties rare stamps to every collector sending 
two cents to pay postage, with request for sheets at 3344 
per cent. commission, 100 good foreign stamps for every 
200 U. S., any kind. 

G. U. Duer, Asst. P. M., Millersburgh, Ohio.—One Doz- 
en fine arrow heads or four fine spear heads to exchange 
for a U.S. half dollar dated before 1865. Send first. 

W. S. Kinzer, Wooster, Ohio.—Guitar, banjo, cornet. 
violin, D. B. B. L. Shot gun, 3 rifles, ete. Any or ail the- 
above articles will be exchanged for rare stamps or coins 

W. L. Clarke, Box 228, Paris, Ky.—For sale, 2 pair of 
No. 1 white Fantail pigeons. Price $5.00, will exchange 
for small printing press in good-condition. Send samples 
of work done by it. 

E, Clinton Harvey, Camden, New York.—A “ Little 
Model” self-inking press, 5 fonts of type and cases for 
$5 cash. For further information enclose stamp, 





Homer Mathewson, Masonville, N. Y.-Wants a block 
5x8x1 inches fora representative U.S. t-ble. Will ex- 
change with those who wish todoso. List of names of 
those complying, sent to all who respond. 

Edwin C. Murphy, Farmer City, Il].—Will exchange 
some Golden Hours for Indian arrows, spear heads or 
axes. Ten stamps, U.S. and Foreign and some foreign 
cotns for best offer in Shell Geology specimens and Indian 
relics, 


Joshua Arter, Crestline, Ohio.—Will exchange two fine 
spear heads for an imperial stamp album that has 
population, area, etc , worth 75c. 

Robt. S. Link, Abbeville, S. C.—One U. S. dime, 1797 
one U.S. balf dime, 1795; one U.S. half dime, 1803. The 
above coins are in what is known numismatically as good 
deel Send in your best exchange, also best cash 
offer. 


Charles H. Arthur, 1318 Walnut Street, McKeesports 
Pa.—Stamps:—Have foreign and domestic stamps to ex” 
change, and for sale, stamps on approval, will buy Mexi- 
can stamps, sell stamps as low as eight cents a hundred, 
and for the highest price. 

H. M. Beach, Photographer, Watson, Lewis Co., N. Y.— 
2500 articles to exchange, what do you want? Have 
cameras, books, type, and fancy articles, lots of ’em, and 
want anything, valuable, useful or ornamental, let me 
hear from you, send stamp for list. 

J. W. Jackson, Belchertown, Mass—I would like to ex- 
change for the book Primitive Industry.—I have to ex- 
change minerals, stuffed birds, fantail pigeons, and three 
tame grey squirrels one pair, extra male. 


Mrs. P. E. Faughnan, Box 165, Millville, Mass.—I 






































will exchange a gocd 100 egg Prarie State incubator and 
some white leghorns for a small mare or mustang 

Will. A. Cate, Maryville. Tenn.—Victor type writer for 
sale or exchange for printing press and outfit, will pay 

W. H. Waugh, Ft. Totten N. Dak.—$2.50 International 
Stamp Album with 600 stamys cat. at $18.50 for best offer 

E. A. Hill, Bancroft, Wis.—Has one silver quarter 
dollar of 1844, ta exchange for one cent of 1797, must be 
1837, must be good. Write first. 

| LAR distributed at €3 per thousand. G. W. 

BURTON, Morrilton, Ark. 

STEARNS, Sewall Ave., Brookline, Mass. 
FLOWE SEEDS. Ten varieties of new Flower Seeds ten 
TRY OUR WORK. Your name neatly printed on pk. 

W. 0. SHERMAN, Box 1396, Providence, R. I.. 
VINES. 10 Bulbs for 5 cts.; two tubes, 10. cts 
Mrs. H. A. HE. TON, Charlton. Saratoga Co., N. Y 
lit You WANT 80 large high class Magazines of the 
If so, send stamp to R. E. THOMPSON, 
Kewanee, Miss., for full particulars how to get them /ree. 
Al novelties with every order, Such as rare seeds of 
flowers and cactus. Plenty for all. ELua McVay, 
ry: nailed up, Circulars, Samples, papers, etc., 
ete., distributed throughout northern Ind. 
address, STERLING REED, Peru, Ind. 
samples, ete., throughout Middlesex and 
surrounding counties. Charges moderate. Address 
L terary Dome tic 
OMAN’S ORK! 
4 Trial Numbers, 
Vith great premium offers, on receipt of 10 Cents 
8est monthly in the world, for the price. Address 
WOMAN’S WORK. Athens, Georgia. 

I agreed to deliver 5,000 volumes ‘‘ Emin 
Pasha Expeditions, and Tropical Africa.’’ I 
General agent. Will close out the whole lot 
on hand at $3.70 prepaid in two volumes. - II- 
vassers for Stanley’s writings is $7.00. (A 
chance of a life time). 


pony, must be sound and safe for a woman to handle. 
difference in cash, or will buy suitable outfit. 
in U.S. stamps or $7.50 cash. 
good, also dime 1842 and 1851, for cent of 1808, 1812 and 
SERD STAMP for my list of Home Recipes. R. W. 
cents. Mrs. O.M.Woops, E. Pe nbroke, Mass 
sample cards, 4c. Stamps taken. 
(IRRAMO Gladiolus, mixed colors, 30 cts.per doz 
latest issue, and $5.00 worth of valua- 
bie Recipes ? 
kinds of Mixed Bulbs fifteen cents a dozen. Free 
Fishook, Pike Co., Ill. 
Also reliable addresses furnished, For terms 
LUMAR nails up signs, distributes circulars, papers 
E.M. SILIMAN. East Hampton, Conn. 
60 Cents a Year. Athens, Ga. 
snd addresses of 10 MARRIED LADIES, 
BANKRUPT STANLEY. 
cannot fill the contract in the time allowed by 
lustrated. The regular price asked by can. 
GEO. WORTSER, Hankinson, N. Dak. 








————— = 


Thousands of customers in every State will testify tothe 
quelity of VICK’S SEEDS. Don’t be annoyed with inferior 
goods. Vick’s Floral Guide, the best issue ever print- 
ed, contains 100 large pages, colored plates, Grand Novel- 
ties, worthy of cultivation. Send 10 cents for copy, deduct 
this amount from first order and it costs nothing. 

prizes 21000 and $200. - ¢ 


a 
JAMES VICK SEEDSMAN, Rochester, N. ¥.° 
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We have on hand and are 
constantly receiving large 
quantities of the best Mag- 

azines, Story and Comic Papers, 
Philatelic Journals, &c., and will send 


TR ‘al Poul ite 
ER EE 


OUR YOUTH’S FRIEND. 


An Illustrated Literary Journal for Boys and Girls. 
16 Pages Monthly, and only 


40 Cents Per Year. 


It contains departments of Stories, Social Etiquette, 





have customers who order 
several lbs. a week, 6 for 50c. 
PLAIN TALK, N. Y. City. 








Temperance, Nature and Science, Our Girls. Inquiries an- | 
swered, Humorous, Good Health, Music, Recreations, Ad- | 


venture, Art, Puzzledom, Etc., Etc. 


OUR YOUTH’S FRIEND 


Is bright, sparkling and pure; just the paper that every 
father and mother, who has the welfare of their children 
at heart,will teei disposed to place upon the table. LIBERAL 
PREMIUMS GIVEN TO CANVASSERS. Sample Copy Free. 

~ When sending your name, please send along the name and 
address of three or.our of your friends. 


Address, 


THE YOUTH’S FRIEND PUB. cO., | 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


To satisfy inquiring women who 
want to know—and very naturally 
too—‘‘what this Housekeeper’s Weekly is, 





that weso often hear about,’’ it should be | 
said, first, that it is a bright, delightful, | 
reliable little household WEEKLY—the | 


only WEEKLY of the sort—beloved by 
women because it is the one household 
paper that comes as often as baking or 
ironing day. It is edited by several prac- 
tical women, the chief of whomis MARI- 
ON HARLAND, but it is largely written 
by its readers, who are constant contribu- 
tors. It’sa peculiar paper—it has a spice 
and flavor all its own. One odd thing 
about it is that it is only a dollar a year. 


No free sample copies are sent; but every’ 


woman who sends the addresses of TEN 
FRIENDS (intelligent; women) and 25c. 
(silver,.wrapped) gets it regularly for 17 
weeks, and a beautiful paper cutter, desk 
calendar and blotting pads FREE, if you 
say where you read this. It gives women 


a new sensation. Try it. Address: 
HOUSEKEEPERS’ WEEKLY, Gth & Arch Sts., Phila. 


GALIGRAPH 








GREATEST SPEED! 


BEST FOR MANIFOLDING. 
100,000 Daily 


users. 
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THE MOST DURABLE. 


Single Case, No.1, 5 - $70.00 
Double Case, 66 2, - - 85.00 
New Special, <«* 3, - - - 100.00 


For account of speed contests and 
Circulars, address 
THE AMERICAN WRITING MACHINE CO., 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
BRANCH OFFICES: 237 Broapway, NEw YoRK. 


»14 West 4TH STREET, CINCINNATI, O. 
- 1003 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 






— i 


ENaLisH Factory, Coventry, ENGLAND. — 











PLAIN: TALI 
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A GOOD BOOK IS THE BEST POSSIBLE COMPANION. 


THE BEST BOOK 


SEPIEL Gap T ILL EELEL IIIS, 


Zz ZZ 
FTP EL TETPT LEED ILL 

















This list of o00ks has been prepared with great care, 
and an effort put forth to make such selections as will 
meet all tastes. The books are well printed and hand- 
somely bound in cloth, with neat side stamp. They are 
regular 12mos, and the retail price of each is $1.00. Every 
person to whose attention this list comes should improve 
the opportunity to add some of these desirable books to 
their libraries. Careful attention is asked to the follow- 
ingoffers. If any points are not fully understood ask for 
information, always remembering to send stamp for 


reply. 
selected wiil be sent by mail, 


FOR GO CENTS sisi "ters 
Lgl =e 


subscription to PLAIN TALK, and 
any desired book. This is a pre- 
mium worth having. 
| BOOK PREF who will send us two new 
subscriptions at 60 cents 
each. A few moments a day for a week or so would be 
all the time necessary tu secure a good club. 


FOR THE ASKING! SEND TO US FOR 
ROG KS a bundle of sample copies to show to your 

friends and start in with the resolve to 
secure at least a clubof ten, so that you may have for 
your reward five of these desirable books. Remember 
the subscription price of PLAIN TALK is 50 cents a year, 
or with a choice of these books, postpaid, $1.00 a year. 
For every two subscriptions, at either price, the sender 
provided he or she is a subscriber, may select any book 
desired as a premium, 


SCHOOLS AND SOCIETIES MAY UNITE 


their forces and with very little effort 
fraternity library. 


secure valuable books for school or 

It would not require a large amount 

of work to procure 100 subscriptions, even in a small vil- 

lage, and the 50 premium books would be of great value. 

Every possible assistance will be given those who wish to 
engage in this work. 

even be 


A CIRCULATING LIBRARY =>. 


{ished in this manner, and new books added from time to 
time, as 0} portunity offered. There are numberless ways 
in which these books can be used to advantage. Grand 
Army Posts, Sons of Veterans, Good Templars, W. C. T, 
U’s, and kindred organizations, can find good use for a 
library, and no other method of obtaining one so easy as 
this. > 


PLAIN T ALK IS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR 


briglt boys and girls. Not the 

L dull, sleepy ones but the wide- 
awake, active, pushing ones. The ones who want to 
know the why of things. The ones who mean to keep up 
with the thought and activity of the times, Whilemade 
especially for young people, it is not a paper that can be 
read only behind the wood-pile, or the garret. It is em- 
phatically a paper to be read at the fireside, and by the 
light of the family lamp. The fathers and mothers are 
interested in it, and look for its coming almost as eagerly 


as do the boys and girls, Its departments are in charge 
of special editors and a fund of reliable information is 


ANY ONE OF THE BOOKS 


TO ANY SUBSCRIBER 


MIGHT 


given each month. Its circulation is wide-spread, but its |- 


conductors are not satisfied and look for the addition of 
thousands of new names during the coming months. 


1 Robinson Crusoe 

Swiss Family Robinson 
Arabian Nights 
Pilgrim’s Progress 
Children of the Abbey 
Scottish Chiefs 
Thaddeus of Warsaw 
Don Quixote 

Last Days of Pompeii tf 
Gulliver’s Travels, — _- 

Z£sop’s Fables, 100 illustrations 


ROC ONAN ROD 


he 







- 
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ADDRESS ALL LETTERSTO eae Sano ® 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING GOMPANY, § BEEKMAN ST., 





Baron Munchausen 

Fox’s Book of Martyrs 

Life of Shakespeare 

Anecdotes of Martyrs 

Revised New Testament 

Craig’s Dictionary 

Grimm’s Popular Tales 

Andersen’s Fairy Tales 

Treasury of Fairy Stories 

Treasury of Fairy Tales 

Longfellow’s Poems / 

Bryant’s Poems 

Poe's Poems 

Watts’ Poems 

Goldsmith’s Poems 

Tennyson’s Poems 

Cowper’s Poems 

Mrs. Browning’s Poems 

Heber’s Poems 

Favorite Poems 

Famous Poems 

Golden Poems 

Scottish Humorous Poems 

Gray’s Elegy and Other Poems 

Ho ne Book of Poetry 

Young’s Night Thoughts 

Scott’s Lady of the Lake 

Lucile (Meredith) 

1001 Gems of Poetry 

Child’s History of England, (Dickens) ‘ 
Oliver Twist, 3 

Old Curiosity Shop, © 2 
Sketches by Boz, cu 
Pickwick Papers, eo 

David Copperfield, re 
Nicholas Nickleby, ae 
Dombey and Son, “ 
Waverly, (Scott) 7 
Ivanhoe, .s 
Rob Roy, 5 a 
Pirate and Marmion, 7 
Guy Mannering, if 
Kenilworth and Lady of the|Lake,* 
Creasy’s Battles 

Vicar of Wakefield (Goldsmith) 
Chinese Gorden 

Hervey’s Meditation 

American in Iceland 

Undine and Sintram 

Moffet’s Southern Africa 

Dana’s Two Years Before the Mast 
Mme. LeBrun 

Bailey’s Festus 

Cyclopedia of Bible Illustrations 
How to get on inthe World 

Queer, Quaint and Quizzical 

Bon Gaultier’s Book of Ballads 
Browning’s Birthday Book 

Boys’ Own Book 

Hand-Book of Games 

Children’s Bible and Picture Book 
Wee Willie Winkie 

Very Little Tales for Young and Old 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Adventures by Sea and Land(T.S. Arthur) 
Hair Bregdth Escapes Be 
Idle Hands and Other Stories ts 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (Verne) 
Tour of the World in 80 days e 
Texar’s Revenge an 
East Lynne (Mrs. Wood) - 
Broad Shadows *% 
Adam Bede (Eliot) 

Romola re 

Tom Brown’s School Days 


Tom Brown at Oxford 

She (Haggard) 
Cleopatra ae 
King Solomon’s Mines ‘“ 
Allen Quarterman - 


Pathfinder (Cooper) 


Deerslayer a 

Pioneers a 

Prairie - 

Knickerbocker History (Irving) 
Sketch Book a 


The Gold Thread (Norman MacLeod* 

Wee Davie, Etc. By - 

Willy Reilly (Carleton) 

The Buccaneers 

The Trne Man (Mitchell) 

Aytonn’s Lays of the Cavaliers 

Tom Randall; or, The Way to Success a. 
Uncle Nat < 

Home, a Story of New England Life 

Vanity Fair 

Aurore Leigh 

Coming Race (Bulwer) 

Matt’s Follies 

Lavinia’s Marriage 

Through Cities and Prairie-lands 
Harry Lorrequer (Lever) 
Hendy Andy (Lover) 
Ingoldsby Legends (Barham) _ 
Wedlock. A Novel. 

Lionel St. Clair, a novel 
Missing Link 

Popular Tales 

Historical Tales 

Scottish Tales 

Bravé and Heroic Deeds 

Tales of Sea and Land 

Tales of Adventure 

Jane Eyre : 
John Halifax A re 
Last of the Mohicans > 
Lady Audley’s Secret 









' and Flora, 





of Sets. 


PAVILION CENTRE, 


ne fountain pen and re- 


: ; /OWDE cipe for magic ink eraser, 
INK p allforlic. GEO, BUNCE, _ 
ae 553 4th Ave., Brooklyn, N. ¥ 











FoR ONE QUART OF 6000 INK. QUICK 


5 


{ 


PLAIN TALK. 





SALES. Profitslarge. Big pay to right par- 
ties. Kine BRACKET MFe. Co., Mansfield, O. 





“3 future Husband or Wit 
PPUSTO ee aa a EER 





and our paper three months only 25 cts. 


INDIAN RELICS, NATURAL HISTORY | {Q NOVELS ison ncvelics compte took ty itget 


SPECIMENS, &c. 





inenas, Choice! Brilliant! 300 varieties! Catalogue P 
Free. 


A. N. FULLER, Lock Box 63, Lawrence, Kan, 









~ 33illus.,10c. MERCER, Cincinnati, O 


r y And other mounted heads, animals, birds, fur rugs 
Sioux relics. Sendstamp for photosand list. J. D. 
ALLEN, Taxidermist, Mandan, N. b. ‘ 


ERMONT MARBL AND MINERALS. Twenty-five 

varieties of Vermont Marble, 

Jasper, Calcite, Pyrites,Ophites. Large specimens 10 
cts. L.'l. GOFF, Middlebury, Vt. 


NDIAN RELICS.—Do you want fine stone relics from 
N. Y., Ariz., N. M., Wis., Ky., Ore., Tenn., Mich., O., 
8.C., N.C. Write for what you want to WM. W. ADAMS, 
wholesale and retail d€aler in all kinds of Indian relics, 
Mapleton, Cayuga Co., N. Y. 


ALISTS’ SUPPLY D 
All goods required by 
Collectors in every branch of 


Al U.S. for Tho , Hurst’s atP} 














Natural History. Sole Agent Lp 


Glass Eyes. FRANK B. WEBSTER & Co. | 
Hyde Park, Mass. 





MINERALS. Bg 














DO NDCC Szectise Liceseeencs -25c 60 spec... ..50¢€ 

5 spec., 1x134 in .15¢ 10 spec., % in. ..25¢ 
15 spec., 1x133 in 35c 6 spec., 2x1}4 in. -.20C 
10 spec., 2X13¢ in...... .80C 12 arrowheads............... 30¢ 


Sent by mail, prepaid. Labeled with name and locality. 
List free. ISAACS. KIRK, Fremont, Chester Co yaa 





Good live Agents wanted in every school, 


_town and city. Commission 33% per cent. to 


50 per cent. according to salés. Send for list 
Certain kinds of U. S. and Canada 


stamps taken in exchange. 


T. S. CLARK, 


Box 1039. Belleville, Ont., Canada. 





Send stamp for my illus- 
trated catalogue of Indian 
relics. Also bargain lists 
No. 1 and 2, of coins, 
agates, fossils and curiosi- 
ties of all kinds. Ad- 





Ne 


vanced collectors will do well to write me for rare speci- 
' mens of Indian relics, and rare dates of United Stales 
cents;and half cents. 
P.S.—Mention PLAIN Tak, the collectors’ favorite. 


ELMER E. McWETHY, 


Genesee Co.. N.Y. 








These beautiful little arrow points of semi-precious 
stones from Oregon and Washington are becoming scarce 
and advancing in price, Now is the time tosecure them. 
Advanced collectors can find the most unique of these 
forms by writingto me. I have collectors picking up all 
they can find. Large stock of Modern Indian Relics, as 
well as Stone relics from many localities. Send for Il- 
lustrated Cat. 1891, Indian Relics, Fossils, Minerals 


L. W. STILLWELL, Deadwood, S. D. 





»THE YOUNG NATURALIST’S., 
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Sa COLLECTION 
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A choice specimen of anything om this list will be sent post-paid for 5 CW'S. or we will 3 
specimens, packed in « negt wooden box post-paid POR OTL YES CTR 
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{ 2 INDIAN ARROW POINTS of flint,pp 
Yoe. Archeological Hand Book 





ING! 500 2x3 circulars, 25c; 500 4x6 circulars. 50c; 
100 best envelopes, 35c; 500 stickers, 25c. List 
CURTISS, “‘The’”’ Printer, Sawens, N. ee 


DEAR BOY you can make from 450c to $3.00 


RIN 
free. 





per day after school. Send at 
once 10¢ for postage, etc., on samples 
and terms. H. B. KNOWLES & CO., Akron, 0. 





SILK AND SATIN FOR PATCHWORK OR FANCY WORK. 






1D) PABGER TOP Patelh) WORE. foc. tatss se tae cetcstaeaapad ntasanaiaacd 10¢ 
12 Skeins Embroidery Silk... . 10¢ 
75 Pieces (no. two. alike): -.-.ccsses as cccsensa=sees- .. 50c 
Painted and Embroidered Pleces, 5-10-15 and.............. 25e 


Painted or embroidered piece free with every order 
for three ten cent packages. 


Mrs. N. F. PERKINS, 
635 Park Avenue. New York City 


PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES!: 
Men, Women, Boys and Girls. 


AGENTS.—To induce you to send for circulars and 
make our goods known, we give prizes in cash, jewelery; 
music boxes, sewing machines, etc. No guessing. No 
puzzles. Prizes not given by chance. everyone sending 
25c gets a prize. This is genuine. $25 reward if proved 
otherwise. Send name and address to 


A.C. DePODE & CO., Quincy St., Chicago, Il, 








Artistic quilt patterns with complete directions and full 
sized working patterns to piece by, any three for 10 cts; 
ten for 25 cts., and twenty-five for 50 cts. Old maid’s 
ramble, corn and beans, flying star, honeycomb, dutch 
puzzle,.Jobster’s claw, old bachelor’s puzzle, centennial, 
lost cnildrer, contrary,snow flake, prince’s feather, road 
to poorhouse, odd star, family circle, old maid’s puzzle, 
the house that Jack built, Venus, dove in the window, 
octagonal star, alhambra, alpine peaks, Solomon’stemple, 
children’s delight, flower-stand. 


GERTRUDE LA BLANCHE, 
Box 5. CHARLESTON, MASS. 


s . 

Grand Success! The Sleigh Ride. 
ag : By W. M. TRELOAR. 
BS Greatest Musical Novelty ofthe Times, 
= SOLO Z5ce. DUET, $1.00. 

This great piece is played with 
bells and whips, (chorus ad lib.) 
Creates unbounded _ enthusi- 
asm wherever played Just what 
you want. 50,000 already sold. 
__this piece 40¢ _|Sond 75c for the solo, or $1 for the 
duet, mention this paper and we will senda pair of 
bells FREE. TRELOAR MUSI¢ €0., Mexico, Mo. 





——S = 





Swiss bells used in 





FREE READING! 

Are you undecided just what papers and magazines 
you wish to take the coming year? Send 10c and have 
your name registered in the New York Agency and you 
will receive magazines, papers, cards and samples from 
aH over the United States. Subscribe for no paper with- 
outour price. Circulars free. Send for one. 


Mrs. F. W. WALLACE, 
635 Park Avenue. 
BP. D. & CO. 
(Royle’s Patent) 


SELF-FOURING 
COFFEE and TEA 


POTS. Ee ae 


Pours out the Tea by simply pressing the lid, as illus. 
trated. Does away entirely with the drudgery of 
lifting the Teapot. SAVES at least 25 per cent. of Tea, 
or brews the Tea proportionately better. Send for Lista, 

PAINE, DIEHL & CO., Philada.. Pa. 


N. Y. City. 








=~ [MPOSSIBLE!!! - - 


see 
It may seem so, but still it is A FACT that you will 
get your arms full of mail matter every time you go to 
the post-office, by having your name inserted in our 
VADE MECUM Agents’ Directory. You will receive 
hundreds of Samples. Books, Catalogues, Magazines, 


‘| Newspapers, ete., etc., from Dealers, Publishers and 


Manufacturers, to whom our Directory is regularly 
mailed. Send 10 cents and we will insert your name and 
address in this directory, and immediately on receipt of 
your order we will send a FREE BOOK (worth 50c.). 
containing, among other things, ‘‘ How to make rubber 
Stamps,” ‘ How to make a Hektograph,” ‘ Twin 
Brother’s Ink Eraser Recipe,” ‘‘Complete Premium Coin 
List,” ““Expose of Frauds,” etc.. etc. We also mail you 
a FREE COPY of Directory. This beats all offers © nd 
our Directory is aT THE HEAD OF ALL. Address 


_ Salina, Kansas. 





ee 


BOOKS THAT TELL “HOW.” 


Cushiny’s Manual.—Revised Edition, witn 
Additions and Corrections, No one 
who wishes to take part in the proceed- . 
ings of any organized body can afford 
to do without the help of this little vol- 
ume; knowledge of its contents alone 
is a valuable education, and the price is 
so moderate that no one need deprive 
himself of its teachings. Also contain- 
ing the Constitution of the United States 
and Declaration of Independence. Cor 
taining 200 pagef. : 
Paper cover. Price ...>.¥=. 5. 2s. 25 ct& 
Cloth gilt. Price........e0s.+.s+-§0 Ct 








Dumb Bells,|Indian Club and other 
noane thletic. Exercises.— 
lothing, Time of Exercising 

Weight of Bells, Position, Cau 

k tion.—Dumb Bell Exercises: Firs” 

8 Position, Heavy Dumb Bell Lift- 

ing.—Indian Club Exercises: A 

P Word to Beginners, Position in 

R Club Swinging.—The Trapeze.— 

B Suspended Rings.—The Gymna- 

Bsium: Rules and Regulations 

B Apparatus required. — Quoits 

#§ Archery.—Muscular Training.— 

Striking-Bag Exercise. The mos 

complete Manual published. Containing 128 pages. 

Iilustrated.. Price:...2--- 0+ + -s0eieeccess s+: 25 Cth 


Any of the above sent postpaid on receipt of price by 
PLAIN TALK PUB. CO.,5 Beexman Srt., N.Y. 














VADE MECUM DIRECTORY CO., 








YOUR OWN 

INITIAL LETTER 
RUBBER STAMP, 
Like this one, for marking 
Linen, Paper, Envelopes, 
etc., with Carter’s Indeli- 
ble Ink. Pads, &c., 10 CTS, 
J. C. BARTON &CO., 

Rubber Stamps, 

No. 318 Broadway, New York City, 


YOU CAN MAKE MONEY 
MANUFACTURING 


RUBBER STAMPS 


With one of our 


$10.00 OUTFITS. 


Catalogues giving full particulars 
will be sent on receipt of postal card. 
J.C. Barton & Co., 318 B’way, N.Y. 
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~ STAMPS, COINS, & &e, : : | eae on Rocco 


To all responsible collectors who will 
enclose a two cent stamp and promise to 
return in seven days. 


PLAIN TALK, 








W. J. PARRISH, 


1408 Johnson Ave., 


Kansas City, Mo. 





HENRY GREMMEL, 


Dealer in 


‘FOR COLLECTORS, 


80 Nassau St., New York. 


Price List of all stamps ever issued only 10 cents. 


Packet and Set List Free. 





rc NTS. Wanted to ‘Bell Stamps at 40 per cent. commission. 
$ WAIONTHA STAMP CO.,; Richfield Spa, N. Y. 
bales EGGS. $2.00; 70 for $3.00; 85 for $4.00. Til. List. 
‘ FRANK KINNE, Knoxville, Iowa. 
bills, 10 cents. F. 
THORP, Norwich, N. 

GENTS Wanted to sell nie from our r fine approval 
; sheets at 333g per cent. com. VICTOR 
STAMP Stamps from my sheets at 30 per cent. com. 

B.V. JENKINS, 1224 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 

50. foreign’ Sait and new coin list, 10c. 

P. B. DIVVER, Anderson, 8. C. 
to each new agent to sell stamps 
from my-~ approval sheets at 

RE per cent. commission. 300 finely 
mixed 5G, 100 all different 12c. 

5000 U.S. REVENUES. 
MATCH, MEDICINE AND DOCUMENT STAMPS, 
Recently came into my possession through the death of 
arelative. Not being a ‘‘scamp crank’’ I shall dispose of 
them at once for 25¢ per 100, mixed; 500 for $1. Address, 
en U.S. Department Stamps, 25 varieties; including 
Justice, State, Navy, Agriculture, etc., for $1.00. The 
eatalogue price is over $2.00. 
C. F. ROTHFUCH, 


20 var. 50c., 30 for $1.00; 45 for $1.50; 55 for 

Es 108 RARE STAMPS F REE. be one 
STAMP CO., Lock Box 19, Richfield Springs, N. Y. 

100 all different, 10c. Agents wanted to sell 

$20 ‘CONFEDERATE MONEY, 1 Chinese Coin, 
F.C, BARTLETT, Box 78, Norwich, N. Y. 
L, MORRISON, Marshall, Mich. 

Wholesale & Retail Dealer in U. S. & Foreign Stamps 


35944 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 








PUBLISHED eee SefIN6sONY 
Send sc for sample copy of the above large 4-column. | 
stamp newspaper; $1.00 per year, subscriptions for 3 or 6 
months received at samerate. A COLLECTION OF 350 STAMPS, | 
AND A LARGE STAMP ALBUM, $1.00. C. H. Mekeel, St. Louis, Mo, 








proval sheets. . 
logue price only. 
PLAIN TALK. 


oY arage 


827 BRANNAN ST., 
Special add. No. 2. 


GREANY, 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


U.S. & Foreign Postage Stamps. etc. 


A Few Bargains.—Every packet contains used and 
unused stamps of almost all pf Tih 
guaranteed genuine. 250 varieties $ 
1000 varieties $8.00, 2000 var. $25,007 “40 var. U.S. 50c ; 18 
var, Central America 30c; 35 var. South America 50c; 30 
var. of West India 40c; 25 var. Asia 40c; 20 var. Africa 
45c 25 var. Australia 30c, etc., etc. 
W 4anTED.—Large and small collections, in fact all kinds 
of stamps in large and small quantities, 
prices paid. 

Agents wanted to sell our stamps at good commission, 
send for particulars. An album worth $1.50 to the best 
entevery magont, 


665 /% DISCOUNT. 


This beats them all. 


and you can select $3.00 from. my ap- 


Every stamp is 
25,500 varieties $3.50, 


Highest cash 


Send me $1.00 


Stamps marked at cata- 
Reference, Editor 





BARGAINS IN STAMPS, 











PACKETS. 

NO. QU’Y CONTAINING PRICE | NO. QUD’Y CONTAINING PRICE 

9 50 West-Indian—Trinidad, St. Kitts, Barbados, 16 400 Dominica, Gold Coast, Malta, Montserrat, 
Tobago, St. Vincent, ete... .--1,00 St. Lucia, and Many Postage Due, ete........... .00 
11 100 West Indian—from nearly every Tsland.. 17-400; Better than INO. 16 520. ea. pcan decusvsoassecuccsee 1.50 

i2 50 Oceanica—West and South Australia, Fiji, 18 300 Salvador, Egypt, Austrian Italy, Barbados, 

Hawatian. Victoria, | Ctes2..-.; c.-detkeavavates canccoiss 75 PPA, TIA OT. 5508 20cs Grhess ve stacaseaa iv enesuaneeeess 

14 600 Including Native Indian States, Alsace, Ba- 19 200 Antigua, Azores, Chili, Gambia, Persia, St. 
hamas, Bermuda, British Honduras, Unpaid Vincen., Sierra Leone, Ore ieee Oi eae 60 
Trinidad, Cyprus, Eastern Roumilia Levant 20 150 Virgin Islands, Turkey, Tunis, Servia, etc... 40 
and many fine StampS.........c.c.c..ctetewsee aneeenee BA) LE TEOO?- ROILO DOB ci e213 cedpcnaceesn <aleenes sac tedemonue: caucvansihe 15 

15 500 Including Mauritius (Briteinic), Fiji, Suri- 23 100 British Honduras, Boliver, Hayti, Java, Ma- 

name, Hongkong, Iceland, Malta, Philippine CAG, INC VIB, OUD: 5 i505 -n Besiads sccnvepdovcunesi dunt etee 

ESIBHOS HOU utah Ee AS ca seen aciiagdoospoceboee 2.00 | 24 50 Bermuda, Cape of Good Hope, Greece, India, 
» Japan, Trinidad, Turkey, e€tc.............:..s...0006 12 

SETS: 
NO. COUNTRY ISSUE STAMPS PRICE | NO. SOUNTRY ISSUE STAMPS PRICE 
4 Austria 1850-1890 30 $0.40 | 40 Jamaica 1871-89 15 
5 Austria Italy 1850-83 10 15 41 Japan 1876-83 13 15 
6 Azores 1576-88 5 15 | 43 Luxemburg 1882-1-50c, 10 30 
9 Bavaria 1849-89 20 20|44 Macao 1887 5 to 40 R, 5 30 
10 Belgian 1849-86 34 50 | 46 Montserrat 234 & 4d. + ae 12 
11 Bermuda ¥4 to 4d. incl. 5 - 10/47 Netherlands 1852-89 22 30 
12 Bolivia 1887 4 10 | 48 Netherlands unp. 1c. to 1 gid. 10 55 
18 Brazil 1850-1890 20 30|49 Nevis 46 & 4d. 2 15 
14 British Honduras 1, 2&3 c. 1888 3 20/51 Norway 1863-85 18 20 
16 Chili 1, 2,5, 5, ap 20 & 50 c. 7 16 | 53 Porto Rico heroine the puree 15 30 
17°‘ Chili 1867-86 i 25 |54 Portugal 867-87 16 25 
-. 18 Cyprus . 30 pa to 6 pi 6 25 |57 Rotmaina 176-90 25 30 
| 20 Denmark 1853-85 © 15 15 | 58 St. Christopher 4 12 
23 Dutch Indies 1870-1889 © 16 40 | 59 St. Vincent 4 15 
F 24 Egypt 1867-88 15 35 | 60 Sierra Leone 7 30 
26 Finland 1866-90 : 15 15 | 61 Spain 1857-1889 37 50 
{ 286 France 1853-9€ 50 60 | 62 St. Settlements 1868-86 8 18 
French Colonies 1875-86 15 25 | 63 Sweden 1858-87 40 60 
Gambia . 44,1, 2 & 4d. 4 25 | 64 Swiss 1862-82 p23} 35 
Germany 1852-89 50 50 | 66 Tobago 44 to 2% d. 5 18 
Great Britain 1841-87 40 50 | 67 Trinidad: — 1864-84 6 12 
33 Greece ~ 1862-88 20 30 | 68 Trinidad unpaid 74 40 
. Hayti 1883 L to 20 ¢. 6 25 |69 Turkey 1869-86 20 40 
Hayti ; 1887 1 to 5 c. 4 10| 70 U.S. of Colombia . 1876-86 _ 20 50 
Hungary 188s lk to1lfi. . 8 25 | 71 Venezuela 1866 to 88 12 35 
Italy _ 1855 to 88 $ 50 60 : 
is WHOLESALE LOTS. 3 
as PER10 100 PER 10 
34to3d. — 10 $0.75 | Luxemburg 3 old and new d 
". 1887 2 15 1.25 | New South Wales land2d_ Sey 
: 10 60} lrinidad %to4d 12 


10 75 | Tu 





rkey 





well assorted 


price 
_|FREE! ete., will be ‘sent fi 
oe be ‘application bed 
a3 63} 


Remit by Postal AOC, etal ues 
F.C. SAW YER, = Benuciee 


5 U.S. Cents dated before 1820 


5 Half Cents........ 
25 Foreign Goins. 

1 Confederate $10 Bill .. 
1 U.S. Cent, 1802. 


receipt of price. 
Cc. T. TATMAN, 93 Piedmont st. Wo 4 



























yor new 

















NIX STAMP € 
$19 Olive S uis 
var. ine. Fiji, Wadiwhan, Tus an) ountah 
100 etc., 25¢, *Faridkot, 17 yar. 45 oats Ryey Cc, 


*Thurn and Taxis, 14 var. 25c, *Naples, 7 
duras, ’65, 2 var. 9¢. ‘Persia, 5 and 10 fr. 18 : 
64, Free with your first. remittance. ove 
from onr sheets. Send Kept SMITH. é i) 


Belleville, Mich. 


I have a very ‘silver of all 
1/93 large stock 24799: kinds, Greek 
cents, ). cts. U.S, and Roman 


coins. fractional currency, etc. I will send appeDy 

packages te any person in the U. S. I make a specialty 
of supplying.dealers. Send for list. Tam anxious to. buy 
U.S. coins at good prices. Large quantities ane 


‘ALE. MARKS, 
Woodfords,, |= 2-2 72. Maing 


$50.00 WORTH OF STAMPS. FREE. 
$50.00 worth of stamps given away to t 
persons forming the sreatest number of words 


from the letters “contained i in the words. eee 
lege Avenue.’ Send zc stamp for } pa ti 


lars. 
HOOSIER STAMP CO., 
90 COLLEGE AVENUE, - - - lridianapolis, Nay 


CHEAP SET OF STAMPS. 
#4 Phillipines 1890: .22.42syis,nsetseevscendshe aaa aes 
#6 Porto Rico, 1880... 
#6 Cuba, 1890............ 
#7 Alsace-Lor:aine......... 
*7 Honduras, 1878, comp.. 
*7 Nicaragua, 1882, comp. 
#4 Mexico, 1864, comp....... 
#5 Mexico,1872, comp.......... 
6 Danube S. Nav. Co., 1890. 
50 Spain 


SMITH & LANE, 233 3ist St., Chicazo, nicago, Ml, 4 


STAMPS ON APPROVAL! 


A fine line of desirable stamps at a good discount. 


FOR $1 we send 400 hee 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


Anda premiere stamp worth 50 cents. 
packets sold. 


W. H. BRUCE, - 

















































sa ke ee. } 





P. O. Box, 283. Hartford, conn 


A. N. SPENCER, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO., 


Sends out stamps on approval and has a large assortm« 
to select from. Beginners should not fail to give them 
trial, Hinges per 1000, 10 cts. Blank approval pet er 
doz. 10 cts. Mention this paper, 


CONFEDERATE M ONEY—1864. 
ene ae Note, each.. Issue, 


150. 00 eh sth PO 
20.00 rg sis 
10.00 * ig Se 


“ “ 
“ * 








“ “ 


orp 
333s 


“ te 


The complete BOP eas 












Rewenee, aaeee 








MORE BARGAINS FOR COIN COLLECTORS 







10 Coins from ten countries 
























25 U. S. Cents 
ONO duplicat 






















